ACT  UP/New  York 
blasts  the  ‘Times' 

More  than  150  AIDS  activists  demonstrating 
against  the  New  York  Times  are  met  by  400 
police  officers,  but  the  action  is  unreported  by 
the  media 


a  meeting. 


Media  blackout 

Not  one  of  the  four  daily  newspapers  in 
New  York,  nor  any  of  the  television  news 
broadcasts  reported  the  demonstration, 
despite  the  massive  police  presence.  The 
silence  of  the  mainstream  media,  in  spite  of 
the  level  of  seriousness  with  which  the  police 
treated  the  action,  illustrates  the  power  that 
the  Times  has  because  of  its  reputation  as 
one  of  the  most  influential  papers  in  the 
United  States. 

ACT  UP  had  been  considering  zapping 
the  Times  for  a  while  because  of  its 
sporadic,  incomplete  and  uncomprehensive 
AIDS  coverage,  and  its  unwritten  policy 
that  lesbian  and  gay  concerns  are  un¬ 
newsworthy.  The  final  straw  that  pushed 
ACT  UP  to  action  was  an  editorial  entitled 
“Why  make  AIDS  worse  than  it  is?”  that 
appeared  in  the  Times  just  after  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Pride. 

Nicholas  Wade  wrote  the  piece  in  which 
he  claims  that  the  General  Accounting  Of¬ 
fice’s  recent  study  which  stated  that  AIDS 
cases  are  almost  one  third  underreported  is 
insignificant  news.  “More  important  to  the 
future  shape  of  the  epidemic  is  the  number 
of  new  infections  [which]  seem  to  be  levell¬ 
ing  off,”  he  wrote.  “The  reason  is  that  the 
disease  is  still  very  largely  contained  to 
specific  risk  groups.  Once  the  susceptible 
members  are  infected,  the  number  of  vic¬ 
tims  will  decline.”  While  Wade  concedes 
that  “new  addicts  are  still  being  infected” 
he  adds  that  new  cases  of  infection  are  “in 
numbers  that  are  offset  by  those  who  die  of 
the  disease.” 

Wade  also  makes  factual  mistakes.  He 
states  categorically  that  the  incubation 
period  is  five  years,  even  though  it  has  been 
found  that  the  incubation  period  can  be  as 
long  as  1 1  years.  More  significantly,  by  us¬ 
ing  terms  such  as  “risk  group”  —  which  im¬ 
plies  that  a  certain  type  of  person  is 
somehow  more  susceptible  to  HIV  infection 
—  rather  than  “risk  behavior”  which  is 
more  accurate,  the  Times,  via  Wade,  subtly 
maintains  and  adds  to  the  hatred  and  fear  of 
people  who  are  HIV  positive,  I.V.  drug 
users,  gay  men  and  lesbians. 

The  New  York  chapter  of  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD)  has  been  monitoring  coverage  of 
gay  and  lesbian  issues  in  the  Times  for  two 
years  now.  According  to  GLAAD,  there 
have  been  numerous  examples  of  anti-gay 
and  lesbian  bias  in  the  Times.  For  instance, 
the  Times  did  not  cover  either  Harry  Britt’s 
election  as  the  first  openly-gay  president  of 
San  Francisco’s  Board  of  Supervisors  or  the 
decision  that  allowed  Karen  Thompson  to 
visit  Sharon  Kowalski.  Also,  in  a  lengthy 
piece  about  Greenwich  Village  in  the  Times 
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Gay  bashings  in  popular 
cruising  spot  spark 
community  response 


Several  violent  attacks  on  gay  men  in  the  Fens  since  May 
20  bring  about  increased  patrols  and  community 
education 


By  Mike  Friedman 

BOSTON  —  Two  extremely  violent  at-  assaults  follow  right  on  the  heels  of  promises 
tacks  against  gay  men  in  the  Fenway  Victory  by  Boston  police  to  increase  patrols  in  the 
Gardens  cruising  area  have  prompted  con-  Fens. 

cern  and  action  from  community  activists.  According  to  openly-gay  City  Councilor 


The  Fens,  a  cruising  area  for  Boston  gay  men 

as  well  as  some  action  by  the  police.  The 
most  recent  incidents  are  just  part  of  a  wave 
of  gay  bashings  in  the  popular  cruising  spot 
known  as  the  Fens. 

On  the  evening  of  August  2,  two  gay  men 
were  attacked  in  separate  incidents  by  an 
unknown  assailant.  The  attacks  fit  the  same 
pattern  as  a  series  of  assaults  that  have  been 
committed  since  May  20.  The  most  recent 


David  Scondras,  who  represents  the  area 
where  the  cruising  ground  is  located,  all  of 
the  victims  have  been  hit  on  the  back  of  the 
head  with  a  large,  blunt  object,  and  then 
robbed.  At  a  meeting  with  police  detectives 
the  night  after  the  August  2  bashings,  Scon¬ 
dras  expressed  a  very  deep  concern  that 
“we’re  close  to  having  someone  dead.”  In 
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won't  look  at  co-factor 


the  medical  establishment 


Why 


By  Rod  Sorge 

NEW  YORK  —  Scores  of  ACT  UP  New 
Yorkers  took  to  the  streets  July  26  in  an  ac¬ 
tion  that  launched  ACT  UP/New  York’s 
new  offensive  against  the  prestigious  New 
York  Times.  Citing  the  tremendous  lack  of 
investigative  journalism  relating  to  all 
aspects  of  the  AIDS  crisis,  underreporting 
of  gay  and  lesbian  issues,  and  blatant 
homophobia  and  hostility  towards  people 
who  are  HIV  positive,  a  crowd  of  150  ac¬ 
tivists  —  which  swelled  to  200  at  one  point 
—  took  part  in  an  impromptu  march 
through  midtown  and  upper  Manhattan. 
None  of  the  daily  papers  or  television  sta¬ 
tions  in  New  York  reported  the  event. 


NEWS 

ANALYSIS 

The  planned  part  of  the  demonstration 
began  at  the  swanky  Upper  East  Side  home 
of  Times  publisher  Arthur  Sulzberger.  The 
sidewalk  had  been  torn  up  where  activists 
had  spray-painted  stencils  of  dead  bodies 
outside  of  his  building  the  week  before. 
Some  of  the  demonstrators  were  cornered 
into  a  small  side  street  by  police  barricades 
and  the  rest  spilled  into  the  large  space  in 
front  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art 
directly  across  the  street.  After  an  hour  or  so 
of  picketing,  the  demonstrators  held  a  die-in 
in  the  middle  of  Fifth  Avenue  and  then 
began  a  long,  circuitous  march  to  the  Times 
building. 

Some  marchers  were  shoved  to  the 
ground  during  initial  scuffles  with  the 
police,  who  were  out  in  full  force.  There 
were  400  officers,  as  well  as  paddy  wagons, 
communications  vehicles,  and  undercover 
cops,  monitoring  the  demonstration.  After 
the  brief  skirmishes,  the  marchers  proceed¬ 
ed  down  Fifth  Avenue  at  the  height  of  rush 
hour,  blocking  traffic  and  forcing  the  police 
to  close  down  the  street.  In  order  to  avoid 
the  police  battalions  which  had  been  set  up 
at  various  points  along  the  march  route,  the 
activists  zig-zagged  for  50  blocks  and  finally 
arrived  at  the  entrance  to  43rd  Street  (where 
the  Times  building  is  located),  only  to  find 
that  it  had  been  blocked  by  police.  The 
police  would  not  allow  the  protesters  to 
enter  the  street  or  assemble  in  front  of  the 
Times  building  until  a  large  portion  of  the 
crowd  headed  towards  42nd  Street, 
threatening  to  stage  a  sit-in  in  Times  Square. 
After  the  protesters  were  finally  allowed  to 
enter  43rd  Street,  copies  of  the  Times  were 
burned  in  front  of  the  building. 

Since  both  executive  editor  Max  Frankel 
and  publisher  Sulzberger  were  on  vacation, 
there  has  been  no  response  from  the  Times 
about  the  ACT  UP  demonstration,  nor  has 
the  Times  answered  ACT  UP's  demand  for 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  have  no  sexual  peculiarities,  as  some  of 
you  may  have.  You  may  be  a  faggot  or 
something.” 

—  Representative  Gus  Savage  (D  — 
Illinois)  to  a  Chicago  television  reporter  dur¬ 
ing  a  press  conference,  according  to  the 
Boston  Globe.  Savage  was  responding  to 
allegations  that  he  assaulted  a  woman  who 
was  Peace  Corps  volunteer.  The  House 
Ethics  Committee  recently  voted  to  begin  in¬ 
vestigations  of  those  allegations.  Savage,  a 
five-term  legislator,  is  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Black  Caucus,  which  has  been 
supportive  of  gay  and  lesbian  rights  and  his 
voting  record  “has  earned  him  near-perfect 
rankings  from  such  liberal  organizations  as 
Americans  for  Democratic  Action  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  ’’according 
to  the  Globe. 

Rubber  dam 

LONDON  —  Safer  sex  must  be  on  the  rise 
in  England  if  the  increasing  number  of 
condom-clogged  drains  is  any  indication. 
The  Weekly  News,  a  gay  and  lesbian 
newspaper  in  Florida,  reports  that  other 
cities  in  England  have  a  similar  problem  of 
compacted  condoms  blocking  the  drains. 
Up  to  ten  percent  of  the  emergency  calls  to  a 
leading  drain  cleaning  company  are  due  to 
condoms  stuck  in  the  pipes. 

A  London  Rubber  Company  spokesman 
claimed  that  condoms  slip  down  the  loo  with 
ease  and  pointed  his  finger  at  tampons  and 
disposable  diapers  for  causing  the  drain 
back-ups. 

□  Liddy  Rich 

When  choosing  a 
roommate... 

MADISON,  Wise.  —  Because  she  re¬ 
jected  a  lesbian  as  a  roommate,  Ann 
Hacklander  has  been  accused  of  violating 
the  housing  discrimination  code  here.  A 
forr-and-a-half-hour  mediation  session  with 
the  Madison  Equal  Opportunities  Commis¬ 
sion  produced  a  series  of  proposed  penalties 
that  included  a  $500  fine  to  be  paid  to  the 
would-be  roommate,  attendance  of  homo¬ 
sexual  rights  training  classes,  and  monitor¬ 
ing  by  the  commission  for  two  years. 

According  to  a  report  in  The  Weekly 
News,  a  Florida  gay  and  lesbian  newspaper, 
Hacklander’s  attorney,  Bruce  Davey,  said 
that  his  client’s  constitutional  right  of 
privacy  and  freedom  of  association  would 
be  violated  if  the  Madison  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  ordinance  is  applied  to  roommate  selec¬ 
tion.  In  a  letter  to  the  commission,  Davey 
wrote,  “Your  organization  is  not  the 
‘thought  police,’  and  has  no  business 
monitoring  a  person’s  living  arrangement.” 
Madison  Alderwoman  Susan  Bauman  said 
she  will  propose  an  amendment  specifically 
exempting  roommate  discrimination  from 
the  equal  housing  ordinance. 

□  Liddy  Rich 

Dates  for 

lesbians.. .conference 

PORTLAND,  Oregon  —  More  than  100 
lesbians  involved  in  planning  a  national  les¬ 
bian  conference  met  here  recently  and  set 
the  dates  for  the  conference.  It  is  to  be  held 
April  25-28,  1991  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  first  national  planning  meeting  was 
held  in  March  (see  GCN,  April  9,  1989).  At 
that  time,  Atlanta  was  chosen  as  the  site,  but 
the  dates  were  still  up  in  the  air.  Some  of  the 
participants  had  wanted  to  hold  the  con¬ 
ference  in  1990,  but  others,  including  some 
lesbians  of  color  and  some  lesbians  with 
disabilities,  argued  that  they  needed  more 
time  to  inform  lesbians  about  the  con¬ 
ference.  During  this  second  planning 
meeting,  it  was  decided  that  1991  was  the 
best  time.  Some  of  the  organizers  estimate 
that  as  many  as  5,000  lesbians  will  attend  the 
conference,  which  will  include  speeches, 
workshops,  and  concerts. 

An  Interim  Task  Committee  of  13  was 
chosen  at  the  Portland  meeting,  according 
to  the  Washington  Blade.  They  will  choose  a 
steering  committee  by  January.  The  steering 
committee  will  have  between  50  and  65  les¬ 
bians  and  will  include  50  percent  lesbians  of 
color,  20  percent  lesbians  with  disabilities, 
at  least  two  deaf  lesbians,  and  between  five 
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and  10  lesbian  representatives  of  national 
gay  and  lesbian  organizations. 

There  will  be  a  third  national  planning 
committee  meeting  in  the  spring.  No 
definite  location  has  been  set,  but  one 
member  of  the  Task  Committee  said  it 
would  probably  be  in  the  midsection  of  the 
country  —  possibly  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  National 
Lesbian  Conference,  P.O.  Box  3057, 
Albany,  N.Y.,  12203. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Barbara  Smith 
meets  Phil  Donahue 

BOSTON  —  Black  lesbian  Barbara  Smith 
will  appear  on  the  Phil  Donahue  show 
August  18  in  a  program  about  Black  women 
and  feminism.  The  show,  which  will  air  on 
this  date  in  a  number  of  cities  including 
Boston  and  New  York,  was  broadcast  in 
other  cities  in  June.  Smith,  editor  of  Home 
Girls:  A  Black  Feminist  Anthology  and  co- 
founder  of  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color 
Press,  said  “This  show  is  a  real  first.  Pro¬ 
gressive  Black  feminists  who  are  committed 
to  grassroots  organizing  never  get  major 
media  attention.  The  show  is  a  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  alert  all  kinds  of  people  to  the  wide 
range  of  political  issues  we’ve  been  working 
on  for  years.  I’m  also  happy  that  a  new  au¬ 
dience  will  find  out  about  Home  Girls, 
which  is  one  of  a  handful  of  books  docu¬ 
menting  the  contemporary  Black  feminist 
movement.” 

Topics  addressed  on  the  program  include 
Black  women’s  issues  and  strategies,  the 
need  for  autonomous  organizing  and  the 
challenges  of  working  in  coalitions. 
Panelists  joining  Smith  are  Byllye  Avery, 


Byllye  Avery  joins  Barbara  Smith  on  ‘Donahue’ 
August  18 


director  of  the  National  Black  Women’s 
Health  Project;  Loretta  Rose,  director  of 
the  Women  of  Color  Program  for  NOW; 
author  Paula  Giddings;  and  Dorothy  Pit¬ 
man  Hughes,  a  Harlem  entrepeneur. 

In  Boston,  the  show  airs  on  channel  5 
from  4-5  p.m.  In  New  York,  the  program 
will  be  shown  on  channel  4  from  4-5  p.m. 
Other  cities  carrying  it  August  18  are: 
Amarillo,  TX  (ch.  7,  3-4  p.m.);  Evansville, 
IN  (ch.  25,  3-4p.m.);  Lincoln/- 

Kearney/Hastings,  NE  (ch.  10,  3-4 
p.m.);  Norfolk,  VA  (ch.  3,  4-5  p.m.);  Sioux 
City,  IA  (ch.  9,  3-4  p.m.);  Topeka,  KS  (ch. 
13,  3-4  p.m.). 

Viewers  should  check  local  listings  for 
complete  broadcast  information. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

Policy  change  for 
TWA 

NEW  YORK  —  Trans  World  Airlines 
(TWA),  the  last  major  airline  to  limit  frequent 
flyer  tickets  to  family  members,  has  finally 
shifted  its  policy  to  include  any  “compa¬ 
nion,”  reports  the  New  York  Times.  Until 
recently,  TWA  frequent  flyer  credit  could 
be  transferred  to  family  members  only.  Air¬ 
line  officials  have  said  that  this  policy  was  in 
place  to  prevent  the  sale  or  bartering  of 
airline  tickets,  while  gay  men  and  lesbians 
have  claimed  that  the  policy  is  discrimina¬ 
tory. 

“What  we  have  done,”  said  Mark  Buck- 
stein,  the  airline’s  general  counsel,  “is  to  ex¬ 
pand  the  policy  so  that  virtually  any  fre¬ 
quent  flyer  can  travel  with  any  companion 
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of  their  choosing.  We  felt  our  rules  had  pro¬ 
bably  been  unduly  restrictive.” 

In  July  of  1988,  William  L.  Johnson  was 
denied  a  ticket  from  the  frequent  flyer  pro¬ 
gram  for  his  live-in  companion  of  seven 
years.  A  TWA  official  suggested  that  they 
pretend  to  be  cousins  in  order  to  qualify  for 
the  free  ticket,  but  the  men  refused  and 
brought  suit  instead.  Lambda  Legal  Defense 
and  Education  Fund  filed  the  discrimination 
suit  against  TWA  on  Johnson’s  behalf. 

Johnson’s  lawyer,  Evan  Wolfson,  said 
that  he  was  happy  with  the  airline’s  policy 
change  and  felt  sure  that  it  satisfied  the  ob¬ 
jections  raised  in  the  suit. 

□  Liddy  Rich 

Sodomy  repeal 
effort  underway 

ST.  LOUIS  —  Two  gay  and  lesbian 
groups  here  have  launched  a  new  sodonjy 
repeal  campaign  aimed  at  changing  the 
state’s  “sexual  misconduct  laws.”  Missouri 
is  one  of  seven  states  which  bans  homosex¬ 
ual  sodomy,  but  not  heterosexual  sodomy. 

The  Privacy  Rights  Education  Project 
(PREP),  which  focuses  on  lobbying  and 
education  in  St.  Louis,  and  Challenge 
Metro,  a  gay  and  lesbian  service  organiza¬ 
tion,  are  spearheading  the  campaign,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  in  the  Washington 
Blade.  The  groups  made  their  announce¬ 
ment  in  late  June,  the  third  anniversary  of 
the  Bowers  v.  Hardwick  decision. 

PREP  and  Challenge  Metro  are  currently 
working  on  a  petition  drive.  They  say  they 
will  present  the  petitions  to  state  legislators 
every  year  beginning  next  year  until  the  law 
is  repealed.  They  hope  to  gather  between 
15,000  and  20,000  signatures  and  have  al¬ 
ready  gotten  about  2,500. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Unmarried  couples 
get  bereavement 
leave 

NEW  YORK  —  An  Executive  Order  from 
Mayor  Ed  Koch  has  granted  paid  bereave¬ 
ment  leave  to  members  of  unmarried 
couples  working  for  the  City  of  New  York, 
according  to  the  New  York  Times.  The 
order,  effective  immediately,  grants  the 
leave  to  members  of  gay  and  lesbian  or 
straight  couples  as  long  as  the  couple  has 
registered  with  the  city. 

In  order  to  register,  both  partners  must  be 
eighteen  years  or  older  and  neither  can  be 
married.  They  also  must  have  lived  together 
for  at  least  one  year  before  registering.  A 
registered  worker  will  be  granted  a  four-day 
leave  upon  the  death  of  a  partner  or  the 
death  of  a  relative  who  lived  in  the  same 
home  as  the  couple. 

Despite  the  measure’s  potential  as  a  social 
precedent,  most  of  the  comment  about  it 
has  focused  on  its  cost.  Robert  W.  Linn, 
director  of  the  Office  of  Municipal  Labor 
Relations,  figured  that  the  leave  time  could 
amount  to  the  equivalent  of  thirty  employ¬ 
ees  out  of  the  330,000  employed  by  the  city. 

The  order  is  just  one  of  several  recent  ac¬ 
tions  which  have  given  statutory  legitimacy 
to  gay  and  lesbian  couples.  New  York’s 
highest  court  recently  ruled  that  unmarried 
partners  have  the  same  rights  as  married 
ones  under  New  York  City  rent  control 
laws.  In  addition,  seven  other  cities, 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  Tacoma  Park,  Mary¬ 
land,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  Berkeley, 
Santa  Cruz  and  West  Hollywood,  have 
granted  bereavement  leaves  to  employees. 
Berkeley,  Santa  Cruz  and  West  Hollywood 
have  also  granted  health  benefits  to  unmar¬ 
ried  partners.  In  New  York,  due  to  their 
potential  high  cost,  the  question  of  health 
benefits  is  being  left  to  upcoming  union 
negotiations. 

The  Executive  Order  did  not  go  unnoticed 
in  a  city  in  the  midst  of  a  mayoral  election. 
Leading  Democratic  candidate  and  Manhat¬ 
tan  Borough  President  David  Dinkins, 
whose  office  has  already  granted  unmarried 
bereavement  leave,  said  that  he  was  poten¬ 
tially  in  favor  of  granting  health  benefits 
right  away.  “If  we  think  it’s  good  and  fair 
we  ought  to  achieve  it.  But  I  have  to  cost  it 
and  I  haven’t.  That’s  important.” 

The  Republican  candidates  were  less  en¬ 
thusiastic.  Rudolph  Giuliani,  through  a 
spokesman,  said  he  “would  like  to  explore 
what  could  be  done,”  but  was  concerned 
about  the  cost.  In  a  more  decisive  vein. 


Ronald  Lauder  complained  that  the  order 
“undermines  one  of  society’s  most  essential 
institutions  —  marriage.”  He  added  that 
“to  extend  [bereavement  leave]  to  gay 
couples  was  unwarranted  and  inappropri¬ 
ate.” 

□  Jim  Fauntleroy 

North  Dakota  gay 
bar  closes 

FARGO,  N.D.  —  What  was  reported  to  be 
the  only  gay  bar  in  North  Dakota  has  closed 
its  doors,  according  to  the  Washington 
Blade.  The  My  Place  Lounge  opened  in 
Fargo  in  1983  and  has  faced  continuing  dif¬ 
ficulties.  The  bar’s  signs  were  vandalized 
and  a  can  of  tear  gas  had  been  thrown  in 
through  the  door.  The  tear  gas  had  been 
quickly  kicked  back  out  by  a  female  patron. 

The  former  owner,  Lenny  Tweeden,  said 
he  might  open  another  bar  in  town,  but  that 
he  was  studying  for  his  real  estate  license 
first.  There  is  also  the  possibility  that  some¬ 
one  else  will  open  a  gay  bar.  Until  then, 
the  only  known  gay  bar  in  the  Dakotas  is  in 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota. 

□  Jim  Fauntleroy 

Dannemeyer  is  at  it 
again 

WASHINGTON  —  The  hot  summer 
weather  seems  to  be  taking  its  toll  on 
heterosexual  gadfly  and  part-time  Con¬ 
gressman  William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.). 
In  a  four-page  insert  for  the  Congressional 
Record,  Dannemeyer  detailed  the  “tactics 
of  the  homosexual  movement  in  their  desire 
to  gain  social  legitimacy,”  reports  the 
Philadelphia  Gay  News.  Perhaps  as  an  il¬ 
lustration  of  why  such  legitimacy  should  be 
withheld,  he  went  on  to  include  a  list  of  sex¬ 
ual  practices  termed  “peculiar  to  homosex¬ 
uality.” 

And  that’s  where  the  trouble  started.  His 
clinical  descriptions  of  rimming,  golden 
showers,  and  anal  toys  have  caused  one 
member  of  Congress  to  ask  he  be  censured 
for  having  obscene  material  printed.  Ob¬ 
scene  or  not,  the  listing  was  certainly  inven¬ 
tive.  The  list  of  anal  toys  included  light 
bulbs,  although  the  ever-popular  gerbil  was 
noticeably  missing. 

“I  am  reluctant  to  exercise  censorship,” 
said  Barney  Frank,  the  openly-gay  represen¬ 
tative  from  Massachusetts,  “but  I  do  think 
it  is  worth  noting  that  Mr.  Dannemeyer  is 
becoming  increasingly  bizarre....  Fantasies 
about  light  bulbs?  It’s  bizarre.  I  think  the 
few  slender  threads  that  connected  Mr. 
Dannemeyer  to  reality  appear  to  be  fraying 
very  rapidly.” 

□  Jim  Fauntleroy 

Nursing  homes 
reject  PWAs 

CHICAGO  —  A  survey  by  the  Social 
Work  Department  of  the  University  of  Il¬ 
linois  at  Chicago  has  shown  that  only  about 
a  tenth  of  the  AIDS  patients  who  need  nurs¬ 
ing  home  care  can  gain  admission  to  a  facili¬ 
ty.  A  full  forty-five  percent  of  the  homes 
surveyed  said  they  would  refuse  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients  under  any  circumstances,  reports  the 
Chicago  Tribune. 

The  main  fears  cited  by  the  administrators 
of  the  facilities  were  the  expense  and  objec¬ 
tions  from  staff,  other  patients,  and  the 
families  of  patients.  Many  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrators  may  not  have  understood  that 
such  discrimination  is  a  violation  of  Federal 
regulations.  Guidelines  about  how  the  regu¬ 
lations  apply  were  issued  in  April,  and  the 
Department  of  Labor  did  not  issue  guide¬ 
lines  for  training  health-care  personnel  until 
May. 

Benjamin  Walt,  a  lawyer  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Civil  Liberties  Union,  said  that  legal 
pressure  has  been  one  of  the  few  effective 
methods  for  gaining  admission  to  the 
homes.  “The  ACLU  has  come  close  to  liti¬ 
gating  this  a  couple  of  times,”  he  said.  “Each 
time,  the  health  of  the  client  changed  or  the 
nursing  home  did  accept  the  patient  to  avoid 
a  suit.”  A  spokesperson  for  Chicago’s 
AIDS  Foundation  said  training  sessions 
were  available  for  facilities  that  lacked  the 
expertise  to  care  for  AIDS  patients. 

□  Jim  Fauntleroy 


Black  and  white  men 
make  it  happen  together 


NABWMT 


sponsors  its  ninth  annual  conference 


aaDrina  50|0umer 

By  Ollie  Lee  Taylor 

“ Make  It  Happen!,  ”  the  Ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  National  Association  of 
Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(NABWMT)  was  held  July  2-8  in  Florida. 
Following  are  excerpts  from  some  of  the 
keynote  speches,  reports  on  workshops,  and 
a  run-down  of  other  conference  events 

TALLAHASSEE  —  Allan  Spear  was  the 
first  of  three  keynote  speakers  who  address¬ 
ed  the  audience.  Spear  is  a  five-term  state 
senator  from  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  is 
one  of  about  30  openly-gay  elected  officials 
in  the  United  States. 

Spear  began  his  remarks  by  saying  “We 
cannot  depend  on  our  straight  friends  to 
speak  for  us.  There  is  no  substitute  for 
speaking  for  ourselves.  We  need  to  let 
straight  politicians  know  that  we  are  there 
and  they  need  us.”  The  Minnesota  senator 
outlined  four  components  of  a  gay  political 
agenda:  repealing  sodomy  statutes  in  the  25 
states  that  still  have  them,  supporting  and 
passing  legislation  against  anti-gay  and 
-lesbian  violence,  working  for  formal 
recognition  of  lesbian  and  gay  relationships, 
and  continuing  the  fight  against  AIDS. 
Noting  human  rights  laws,  Spear  said  that 
Wisconsin  has  been  alone  too  long.  (From 
the  audience,  Milwaukee’s  Frank  Federico 
said  “Thank  you.”) 

Spears  said  that  he  came  to  believe  that 
“the  personal  is  political”  after  working  as 
an  activist  in  the  Student  Non-Violent  Coor¬ 
dinating  Committee  (SNCC)  during  the  civil 


all  are  white.  “Reach  out  and  encourage  les¬ 
bians  and  people  of  color  to  seek  elective  of¬ 
fice,”  he  said.  “There  is  no  substitute  for 
gay  men  and  women  speaking  on  gay  and 
related  issues.”  Spear  observed  that  there 
are  not  as  many  openly-gay  elected  officials 
currently  as  he  thought  there  would  be  at 
this  time  15  years  ago.  He  encouraged  the 
crowd  to  “build  coalitions”  and  added, 
“We  cannot  do  it  alone.” 

At  one  point,  Spear  pointed  out  an  ironic 
fact:  “We  as  gay  men  were  criticized  for  our 
promiscuity  and  yet,  when  we  go  to  our  state 
and  city  governments  and  ask  them  to 
recognize  [our]  relationships,  that  is  con¬ 
sidered  radical.”  A  large  burst  of  applause 
from  the  audience  followed. 

‘I  will  not  blend  in’ 

Sabrina  Sojourner,  the  editor  of  ETC. 
magazine,  was  the  next  keynote  speaker.  So¬ 
journer  serves  on  the  advisory  board  of  the 
Southeastern  Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference 
and  is  active  in  the  literary  community  as 
well. 

After  commending  BWMT  for  its  will¬ 
ingness  to  involve  women  in  the  convention 
program,  Sojourner  focused  on  the  con¬ 
ference’s  theme,  “Make  It  Happen!”  She 
defined  prejudice  as  a  “learned  human 
response  that  can  be  unlearned.  It  is  based 
on  individuals  having  learned  a  set  of 
stereotypes  and  misinformation.”  Each  per¬ 
son,  she  said,  brought  a  personal  history  in¬ 
to  the  conference  room.  “There  is  no 


positively  come  to  terms  with  our  dif¬ 
ferences.” 

Sojourner  spoke  about  separatism  and  said 
“White  gay  men  have  had  their  own  space. 
We  must  use  our  knowledge  and  wisdom  to 
educate  ourselves  and  others.  Men  must 
allow  women  to  be  the  leaders  and  educators 
that  we  are.” 

As  Sojourner  approached  her  conclusion, 
she  reiterated  that  she  couldn’t  overstate 
that  “We  must  honor  and  respect  dif¬ 
ferences.”  Collectively,  she  said,  we  have 
lost  “family,  friends,  jobs  and  with  the  rise 
of  AIDS,  whole  communities.”  Reflecting 
on  more  positive  thoughts,  Sojourner  look¬ 
ed  ahead.  “We  have  a  unique  opportunity  if 
we  can  build  better  alliances.” 

‘Blacks  and  gays  are  out  of  sync  with  each 
other’ 

Sojourner  was  followed  by  philosopher 
Richard  Mohr,  the  third  and  final  keynote 
speaker.  Mohr  is  a  teacher  and  researcher  at 
the  University  of  Illinois  in  Champaign- 
Urbana.  He  has  written  a  number  of  articles 
about  gay  men  and  lesbians  and  their  quest 
for  civil  liberties. 

Mohr  began  his  remarks  by  addressing  a 
number  of  topics.  He  said  he  thought  that  it 
is  valuable  to  work  for  gay  and  lesbian  rights 


uni-dimensional,”  Mohr  said  in  his  conclu¬ 
sion.  When  working  together  in  coalition,  it 
is  vital  that  one  segment  not  achieve  its  own 
goals  while  abandoning  the  other  parts  of 
the  coalition. 

Clean  needles,  racism,  homophobia 

Workshop  topics  covered  a  range  of 
issues  on  the  gay  male  agenda.  Sociologist 
John  Bush  showed  a  video  depicting  the  Na¬ 
tional  AIDS  Brigade’s  bleached  needle 
distribution  program  in  Masschusetts.  Some 
participants  in  the  workshop  questioned  the 
value  of  “encouraging”  IV  drug  users. 
AIDS  in  the  Black  community  is  so  often  a 
substance  abuse  issue,  and  “white  society 
doesn’t  ever  care  about  Black  people.” 
What  is  the  difference,  someone  asked,  if 
one  dies  of  AIDS,  alcoholism  or  an  over¬ 
dose?  Clean  needle  distribution  “looks 
good,”  one  man  said,  without  really  ad¬ 
dressing  the  underlying  problems.  Despite 
the  criticisms  raised  at  the  workshop,  an  in¬ 
formal  poll  of  participants  showed  seven  ap¬ 
proved  the  usage  of  bleached  needles,  and 
only  one  opposed  it. 

William  Jones,  chair  of  Florida  State 
University’s  Black  Studies  Program,  led  a 
dialogue  on  racism  and  oppression,  a  key 
concern  in  BWMT’s  statement  of  purpose. 
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‘We  remember  you.”  Conference  participants  observe  the  Memorial  Book  of  those  who  have  died 
from  AIDS. 


(I  to  r)  James  Ivory,  BWMT  founder  Mike  Smith,  John  Learner,  John  Bush,  Tim  Wilson,  James  Credle 


rights  crusades  in  the  ’60s.  He  said  that  there 
are  not  two  universes  and  advised,  “The 
most  important  statement  one  can  make  is 
coming  out.  If  everyone  came  out,  our  pro¬ 
blems  are  just  about  solved.  They  could  not 
deny  us.” 

Spear  spoke  about  openly-gay  elected  of¬ 
ficials  and  offered  his  analysis  that  “per¬ 
sonal  acceptance  has  not  translated  into  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights.”  He  said  he  has  found 
that  meetings  among  elected  gay  officials 
are  enormously  rewarding.  But,  he  noted, 
three  quarters  of  those  officials  are  men  and 


defense  for  bigotry  of  any  kind,  regardless 
of  intention,”  she  asserted. 

Sojourner  discussed  an  article  about  the 
gay  community  that  was  recently  published 
in  Time.  In  the  article.  Harvard 
psychologists  recommended  that  gay  men 
and  lesbians  “tone  down  and  blend  in.”  So¬ 
journer  retorted,  “We  cannot  change  that 
which  we  are  not  willing  to  change  and 
face.... I  will  not  blend  in.  I  will  not  deny  my 
intrinsic  value  as  a  human  being  with  all  my 
diversity.  Individuals  come  from  a  variety  of 
backgrounds.  We  must  find  a  way  to 


as  long  as  those  rights  don’t  impinge  on 
values.  Mohr,  noting  changes  in  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court,  said  he  felt  that  the  Court 
has  abandoned  rights  for  the  physically 
challenged.  But,  in  spite  of  the  recent  rulings 
that  have  been  relevant  to  Black  civil  rights, 
Mohr  said  that  he  doesn’t  expect  the  High 
Court  to  overturn  Brown  vs.  Topeka,  Kan¬ 
sas  Board  of  Education.  He  also  noted  that 
women  were  only  included  in  the  1964  Civil 
Rights  Act  as  the  result  of  a  joke  that 
backfired. 

Next,  Mohr  asserted  that  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  should  advance  while  maintaining 
their  dignity.  “Dignity  is  an  elusive  notion,” 
he  said.  “An  insult  is  an  offense  against 
dignity.  Insults  are  a  greater  injury.  The 
purpose  of  unenforced  sodomy  laws  is 
degradation.  Dignity  cannote  be  legitimate¬ 
ly  bargained  away.  Gays  should  seek  dona¬ 
tions  based  on  dignity.” 

Mohr  asked  for  wariness  in  that  ‘  ‘coercive 
§  AIDS  legislation  is  degrading,”  and  “com- 
%  ing  out  is  not  chiefly  a  means  to  happiness.” 
-§  Additionally,  he  recommended  using  civil 
z  disobedience,  as  gay  people  seek  social  and 
political  advances.  “Civil  disobedience  puts 
self-interest  imminently  at  risk  for  the  sake 
of  what  is  right,”  he  said. 

The  third  portion  of  Mohr’s  address  of¬ 
fered  views  on  the  future  of  gay  and  Black 
politics.  Mohr  felt  that  “Blacks  view  gays 
with  resentment.  Blacks  and  gays  are  out  of 
sync  with  each  other.  The  current  Black 
agenda  has  twin  components:  One  is  to 
restore  rights  recently  gutted  by  recent 
Supreme  Court  rulings.  The  other  is  the 
need  to  continue  to  address  economic  justice 
and  Black  poverty.  The  Black  movement,  he 
said,  will  ask  the  gay  and  lesbian  activists  to 
defer  their  movement.” 

“Lives  are  not  simple  and  homogenous  or 


When  asked  how  Black  and  white  men 
can  work  together  to  erase  racism,  sexism 
and  homophobia,  Jones  responded,  “White 
men  need  to  work  harder,  go  the  extra  mile, 
give  up  more...  to  prove  they  are  sincere.... 
Until  whites  realize  and  act  for  a  more  equal 
distribution  of  power,  thre  will  be  wide 
economic,  social  and  political  inequality. 
Racism  can  exist  in  any  group,  even  one  that 
promotes  togetherness.” 

As  part  of  the  discussion,  convention 
coordinator  Ollie  Lee  Taylor  ^asked  what 
people  could  do  after  the  convention  had 
concluded.  “Since  the  passage  of  the  first 
born,”  Jones  said,  “American  gays  have 
been  persecuted.  Oppression  is  like  a  cage 
with  wires  like  a  solid  wall.  Balance  is  the 
means  to  the  eradication  of  oppression. 
When  you  leave,  get  the  clearest,  most  ac¬ 
curate  diagnosis  of  oppression....  Get  the 
clearest  understanding.  Gross  imbalance 
should  be  attacked  by  an  equitable  distribu¬ 
tion  of  power.  Get  behind  myths.  Unders¬ 
tand.  Diagnose.” 

Jones  used  a  Parade  cover  article  entitled 
“What  People  Earned”  to  highlight  how 
the  media  can  misrepresent  reality.  While 
Blacks  tended  to  be  listed  in  lower  paid  jobs, 
the  highest  salary  belonged  to  a  Black 
baseball  player,  Andre  Dawson  of  the 
Chicago  Cubs.  “If  ET  came  to  Earth  and 
saw  this  cover,  he  might  think  Blacks  were 
the  oppressors  here  in  the  USA.” 

AIDS  task  force 

The  National  Task  Force  on  AIDS 
prevention  of  BWMT  conducted  a  sym¬ 
posium  on  its  work.  The  CDC-funded  unit 
will  add  A.  Billy  S.  Jones  and  Les  Everett  to 
its  Project  Management  Committee.  Martin 
Ornelas  has  been  hired  as  project  assistant. , 

Continued  on  page  12 
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Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  ten,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board  of 
!  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  ("indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  darity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out"  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Have  they  started  the 
revolution  without  us? 

Dear  GCN: 

On  Friday,  June  23rd,  I  was  on  the  Min¬ 
neapolis  East  Bank  campus  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Minnesota.  As  evening  approached, 
students  from  the  Committee  for  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Movement  in  China  put  up  a  replica 
of  the  State  of  Liberty  which  had  been  put 
up  (and  destroyed)  in  China. 

1  had  been  invited  there  by  the  designer  of 
the  replica,  Lee  Carlson,  an  artist  who  had 
been  a  model  for  me.  He  had  asked  me  to 
come,  knowing  I  was  a  writer  for  GAZE , 
one  of  the  Twin  Cities’  three  gay  papers. 

I  spoke  with  a  man  who  identified  himself 
as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  committee,  Lin 
Shao  Xin.  I  asked  him  about  any  stand  the 
group  had  taken  on  rights  for  homosexuals. 
He  said  there  were  no  homosexuals  in 
China.  I  told  him  that  in  Formosa  there  had 
been  a  film  about  government  oppression  of 
Chinese  gays.  It  was  called  The  Outsiders.  I 
assumed  if  Chinese  people  were  gay  in  For¬ 
mosa  gays  must  be  on  the  mainland  as  well. 

I  told  him  1  had  read  a  pre-Revolution 
Chinese  novel.  Chapters  From  the  Floating 
Life,  in  which  a  married  woman  takes  up 
with  a  sing-song  girl.  Mr.  Xin  quickly 
answered  that  he  had  heard  of  the  novel  but 
he  said  —  and  it  seemed  to  me  with  approval 
—  it  was  banned  on  the  mainland.  And  the 
Movement  had  NO  interest  in  gay  rights. 

I  took  his  picture.  “Why  did  you  take  my 
picture?”  he  said.  “I  told  you  we  had  no  in¬ 
terest  in  gay  rights.”  “I  do,”  I  said. 

Later,  the  artist  Lee  Carlson  told  me  the 
replica  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty  was  almost 
the  same  size  as  the  original.  It  \yas  twenty 
feet  high,  the  original  being  twenty-two. 
When  I  told  him  of  the  response  of  Mr.  Xin 
I  was  introduced  to  another  spokesman, 
Ran  Wang.  Mr.  Wang  said  that  he’s  never 
met  a  homosexual  in  China  and  he  was  very 
very  busy  and  walked  away.  The  statue,  Lee 
Carlson  informed  me,  had  cost  $330  to 
make. 

If  American  gays  supporting  democracy 
in  China  do  not  insist  on  having  the  issue  of 
gay  rights  discussed,  their  brothers  and 
sisters  in  China  will  pay. 

Heavily. 

_  Leo  Skir 

-  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


Sisters  in  prison:  we  want 
something  more! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  start  a  nation-wide  net¬ 
work  to  improve  prison  conditions  for 
womyn.  We  do  not  get  the  job  training  or 
job  education  that  men  do  while  locked  up. 
I  want  a  newsletter  to,  by  and  for  the  lesbian 
womyn  who  want  something  more  when 
they  get  out.  There  are  lots  of  highly  skilled 
ladies  who  need  sisters  on  the  outside  to  help 
us.  Just  because  we  are  locked  up,  are  we 
still  not  part  of  our  society?  We  are  tired  of 
being  told,  No  you  can’t  because  you’re  a 
con.  Where  is  the  inner  strength  that  comes 
from  us  being  womyn?  I  want  to  help  learn, 
grow  and  educate  what  we  have  been 
denied. 

Please  will  my  outside  free  sisters  and  my 
locked  up  ones  share  some  ideas. 

Laura  Greener 
494906 


Film  on  anti-gay  violence 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  to  you  as  the  editorial  re¬ 
searcher  for  a  film-in-progress  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  anti-gay  violence.  I  have  found  Gay 
Community  News  to  be  very  helpful  in  its 
coverage  of  incidences  of  anti-gay  violence 
(those  events  often  overlooked  by  the  main¬ 
stream  press).  The  film  my  colleagues  and  I 
are  working  on  will  hopefully  increase 
awareness  of  anti-gay  violence  and  shed 
light  on  the  ways  in  which  it  is  related  to 
other  forms  of  discrimination  and  hate 
crime. 

We  are  searching  for  individuals  who 
have  experienced  anti-gay  violence  of  any 
kind,  either  personally  or  through  a  lover, 
family  member  or  close  friend.  “Anti-gay 
violence,”  for  our  purposes,  includes  intra¬ 
relationship  battering,  family  violence,  sui¬ 
cide,  and  attacks  by  peers  and  acquaint¬ 
ances,  as  well  as  strangers.  We  understand 
the  sensitivity  of  such  experiences  and 
guarantee  the  confidentiality  of  any  in¬ 
quiries.  We  are  looking  for  people  who  feel, 
as  we  do,  that  speaking  out  about  violence  is 
one  effective  way  of  fighting  back. 

I  would  like  to  inform  your  readers  of  this 
project  and  our  search.  Our  budget,  how¬ 
ever,  is  extremely  limited  and  we  are  unable 
to  take  out  paid  advertisements  in  a  large 
number  of  lesbian/gay  (and  supporting) 
publications.  Your  assistance,  by  publishing 
this  letter  or  a  summary  of  its  contents  in 
your  “letters”  or  “newsbrief”  section, 
would  be  greatly  appreciated.  Thank  you. 

Interested  readers  should  write  to: 
Rosgood  Productions,  P.O.  Box  994, 
Stuyvesant  Station,  New  York,  NY  10009. 

Sincerely, 
Anjie  Rosga 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Possessing  a  condom  is  an 
offense! 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  a  patient  at  the  Mass.  Treatment 
Center,  a  facility  operated  jointly  by  the 
Mass.  Departments  of  Mental  Health  and 
Corrections.  All  of  us  here  are  convicted 
‘sex  offenders’.  Estimates  say  that  more 
than  half  of  us  are  gay,  though  I  would 
sincerely  doubt  that  many  would  be  willing 
to  admit  it. 

Homosexuality  is  actively  encouraged 
with  age-appropriate  partners  in  mutually 
consentual  relationships,  for  those  of  us 
that  might  have  offended  against  ‘minors’  in 
the  past.  Openly  gay  couples  have  been 
allowed  to  ‘double  bunk’  in  the  same  room. 

And  yet,  I  am  told,  homosexuality  is  il¬ 
legal  under  the  standards  set  forth  by  both 
of  the  ‘powers  that  be’  in  here.  Thus,  they 
will  not  allow  us  to  purchase  or  possess  pro¬ 
phylactic  condoms  (rubbers),  FOR  THE 
PROTECTION  OF  OUR  HEALTH. 

I  have  asked  the  administrator  of  the 
facility,  Mr.  Ian  Edmund  Tink,  for  permis¬ 
sion  to  have  these  lifesavers  dispensed 
through  the  Health  Services  Unit,  or  even 
sold  in  our  canteen.  He  has  continually 
refused,  citing  the  pursuant  Corrections  and 
Mental  Health  regulations. 

Condoms  ARE  available,  on  the 
underground  market,  at  the  outrageous 
price  of  ten  dollars  a  piece!  Now,  I  do  not 
mind  paying  ten  bucks  for  a  good  piece,  as 
well  as  some  peace  of  mind,  but  even  the 
mere  possession  of  these  ‘safes’  is  a 
disciplinary  offense! 

I  have  also  sought  relief  from  persons  out¬ 
side  the  institution  in  an  attempt  to  secure 
these  necessary  health  aids.  Mostly  I  got  the 
usual  bureaucratic  run  around.  Here  are  but 
a  few  of  the  responses  I  received. 

From  Surgeon  General  Koop’s  Deputy 
Staff  Director:  ‘...The  Federal  government 
respects  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States  with 
respect  to  the  management  of  many  public 
health  activities  within  the  State...  Thank 
you  for  sharing  your  concerns  with  us.  We 
are  aware  that  some  changes  come  about 
more  slowly  than  others...’  (so,  in  other 
words,  fuck  off  and  die,  skinner). 

From  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass: 
‘I  am  sorry  to  report  that  we  cannot  provide 
you  with  legal  assistance.’ 

From  Mass.  Correctional  Legal  Services 
(two  letters,  from  different  people):  (1) 
‘...the  current  policy  of  the  Dept,  of  Corr. 
is,  as  you  know,  that  it  will  not  allow  con¬ 
doms  in  the  prisons.  As  justification,  I 
believe  they  argue  first  that  there  is  no 
homosexuality  in  prison  and  second,  to  the 
extent  that  there  is,  they  will  not  ‘approve’  it 
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publication  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  this  country." 

—  Sue  Hyde 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


by  allowing  access  to  condoms.  This  is  not 
an  issue  that  this  office  would  be  able  to 
litigate  at  this  time’;  (2)  ‘...your  desire  to 
have  the  hospital  provide  condoms  to  its  pa¬ 
tients  to  protect  them  from  AIDS  makes  a 
lot  of  sense.  I  am  going  to  raise  this  at  our 
next  regular  legal  meeting  in  a  week  or  so.’ 
That  was  in  February.  I  have  not  heard 
another  word. 

From  Congressman  Frank  (Congressman 
Studds  did  not  reply  at  all):  ‘I  think  you 
have  made  a  very  good  point.  Without  using 
your  name,  I  have  written  to  state  officials 
and  urged  them  to  change  the  policy.’ 

Alas,  they  chose  not  to  listen.  Many  other 
persons  and  organizations  familiar  to  the 
Gay  community  did  not  bother  to  reply  at 
all. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter,  aside  from  let¬ 
ting  off  some  steam,  is  to  expose  the  issue  to 
the  public  forum,  and  once  more  plead  for 
assistance.  I  hope  that  you  will  publish  it 
and  that  persons  out  there  in  the  free  world 
will  be  able  to  help.  Let  me  make  it  clear  that 
the  views  expressed  in  this  letter  are  my  own 
and  do  not  necessarily  represent  those  of 
everyone  else  in  the  system.  I  shall  answer  all 
letters  written  to  me  from  any  of  you  who 
care  enough  to  write.  I  also  urge  that  letters 
be  written  to  the  administration  here  and  to 
any  gay  or  liberal  legislators  in  the  state 
house.  It  is  a  serious  issue  indeed.  Help! 

Gerard  L.  Ready 
30  Administration  Road 
_  Mass.  Correctional  Institution 

Bridgewater,  MA  02324 

Keep  your  moral  yardsticks  to 
yourself 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  appreciate  an  opportunity  to 
throw  my  voice  into  the  cacophony  of 
outrage  on  both  sides  of  the  abortion  rights 
issue  by  suggesting  that  many  Americans 
would  be  grateful  if  the  anti-choice  side, 
preferably  the  clergy,  could  explain  a  few  in¬ 
consistencies  in  their  stance. 

First,  if  abortion  is  the  murder  of  an  inno¬ 
cent  baby,  how  can  it  be  acceptable  in  any 
circumstance?  For  example,  how  can  one 
condone  murdering  a  child  because  its 
father  committed  brutalization  through 
rape  against  its  mother,  resulting  in  its  con¬ 
ception?  After  all,  none  of  us  had  any  con¬ 
trol  over  our  conception. 

Second,  we  don’t  completely  understand 
the  incest  clause.  If  the  incest  that  produced 
the  pregnancy  was  an  act  of  rape,  the  point 
is  moot.  But  if  the  incest  was  an  act  of  con¬ 
sensual  sex  between  relatives,  why  would  an 
abortion  be  acceptable  in  this  situation  and 
not  another?  Is  it  because  we  don’t  care  to 
deal  with  the  procreative  outcome  of  what 
we  consider  to  be  a  morally  offensive  act? 
Again,  is  it  the  baby’s  fault,  and  if  not,  why 
punish  the  child? 

Third,  I  have  never  understood  the  life  en- 
dangerment  loophole.  If  the  commitment 
and  trust  in  God  is  so  great  that  one  is  cer¬ 
tain  beyond  doubt  that  it  is  His  will  that 
abortion  is  murder  and  must  be  stopped, 
how  can  one  interfere  in  God’s  will  by 
murdering  children  He  allows  to  be  conceiv¬ 
ed  through  acts  of  love  which  manifest  a 
physical  celebration  of  His  creation  of  the 
human  race?  It  seems  to  me  that  condoning 
abortion  in  such  circumstances  is  an 
outright  denial  of  the  commitment,  faith 
and  trust  that  are  presumably  the  very  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  opposition  to  abortion. 

Finally,  many  of  us  are  interested  in  look¬ 
ing  at  the  “findings”  that  “prove”  that  life 
begins  at  conception,  and  that  an  egg  has 
become  a  human  being  the  instant  sperm 
makes  contact. 

Until  such  time  as  these  questions  are 
answered  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  I  demand 
as  an  American  that  my  government  and  the 
Religious  Right  it  entertains  to  keep  their  moral 
yardsticks  to  themselves,  and  not  attempt  to' 
use  them  to  beat  my  mother,  my  sisters, 
nieces,  aunts,  cousins,  neighbors,  friends 
and  co-workers.  I  do  not  intend  to  allow  the 
women  I  love  to  be  made  criminal  because 
their  bodies  function  properly,  as  do  their 
minds. 

Sincerely, 
Christopher  Corbett-Fiacco 
Boston,  Mass. 


The  opinions  expressed  in  Speaking  Out 
are  those  of  the  author(s)  and  are  not  intend¬ 
ed  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  mem¬ 
bership. 


A  question  of  survival 


[Ed.  —  GCN  recently  received  a  copy  of  this 
commencement  speech  delivered  at  Oberlin 
College,  May  29,1989.] 

By  Audre  Lorde 

I  congratulate  you  all  on  this  moment  of 
your  lives.  Most  people  don’t  remember 
their  commencement  addresses.  Next  year, 
when  someone  asks  you  who  spoke  at  grad¬ 
uation,  I  wonder  what  you  will  say.  I  re¬ 
member  she  was  a  middle-aged  Black 
woman.  I  remember  she  had  a  nice  voice.  I 
remember  she  was  a  poet.  But  what  did  she 
say?  After  all,  there  are  no  new  ideas.  Only 
new  ways  of  making  those  ideas  real  and  ac¬ 
tive  through  our  lives.  What  you  most  of  all 
do  not  need  right  now  is  more  rhetoric. 
What  you  need  are  facts  you  don’t  ordinari¬ 
ly  get  to  help  you  fashion  weapons  for  the 
war  in  which  we  are  all  engaged.  A  war  for 
survival  in  the  21st  century,  the  survival  of 
this  planet  and  all  this  planet’s  people. 

Thanks  to  Jesse  Jackson 

The  US  and  the  USSR 

are  the  most  powerful  countries  in  the 

world 

but  only  1/8  of  the  world’s  population 
African  people  are  also  1/8  of  the  world’s 
population. 

Zi  of  the  world’s  population  is  Asian. 

‘A  of  that  number  is  Chinese. 

There  are  22  nations  in  the  Middle  East. 
Not  three. 

Most  people  in  the  world 

are  Yellow,  Black,  Brown,  Poor,  Female 

Non-Christian 

and  do  not  speak  english. 

By  the  year  2000 
the  20  largest  cities  in  the  world 
will  have  two  things  in  common 
none  of  them  will  be  in  Europe 
and  none  in  the  United  States. 

You  are  all  so  very  beautiful.  But  I  have 
seen  special  and  beautiful  before,  and  I  ask 
myself  where  are  they  now?  I  look  for  the 
imprint  of  their  earnestness  upon  the  worlds 
we  share.  What  makes  you  different?  Well, 
to  begin  with,  you  are  different  because  you 
have  asked  me  to  come  and  speak  with  you 
from  my  heart,  on  what  is  a  very  special  day 
for  each  of  you.  So  when  they  ask  you,  who 
spoke  at  your  commencement,  remember 
this:  I  am  a  Black  feminist  lesbian  warrior 
poet  doing  my  work,  and  a  piece  of  my  work 
is  asking  you  how  are  you  doing  yours?  And 
when  they  ask  you,  what  did  she  say,  tell 
them  I  asked  you  the  most  fundamental 
question  of  your  life  —  Who  are  you,  and 
how  are  you  using  the  powers  of  that  self  in 
the  service  of  what  you  believe? 

You  are  inheriting  a  country  that  has 
grown  hysterical  with  denial  and  contradic¬ 
tion.  Last  month  in  space  five  men  released 
a  satellite  that  is  on  its  way  to  the  planet 
Venus,  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  the 
capital  of  this  nation  is  higher  than  in 
Kuwait. 

We  are  citizens  of  the  most  powerful 
country  on  earth  —  we  are  also  citizens  of  a 
country  that  stands  upon  the  wrong  side  of 
every  liberation  struggle  on  earth.  Feel  what 
that  means.  It  is  a  reality  that  haunts  each  of 
our  lives  and  that  can  help  inform  our 
dreams.  It’s  not  about  altruism,  it’s  about 
self-preservation.  Survival. 

A  28-year-old  white  woman  is  beaten  and 
raped  in  Central  Park.  Eight  Black  boys  are 
named,  arrested  and  accused.  A  17-year-old 
mentally  retarded  white  girl  is  raped  in  New 
Jersey.  Five  white  boys,  nameless,  are  pro¬ 
tected  by  police  for  more  than  a  month 
while  the  victim  is  questioned  and  tested. 
These  are  nightmares  that  affect  each  of  our 
lives.  I  pray  for  the  body  and  soul  of  every 
one  of  these  young  people  trapped  in  these 
compound  tragedies  of  violence  and  social 
reprisal.  None  of  us  escapes  the  brutaliza¬ 
tion  of  the  other.  Violence  against  women 
escalates,  cutting  across  race,  class,  and 
region. 

Using  who  we  are,  testifying  with  our  lives 
to  what  we  believe  is  not  altruism,  it  is  a 
question  of  self-preservation.  Black  chil¬ 
dren  did  not  declare  war  upon  this  system,  it 
is  the  system  which  declared  war  upon  Black 
children,  both  female  and  male. 

Ricky  Boden,  1 1.  Staten  Island.  Killed  by 
police.  1972.  Clifford  Glover,  10.  Queens, 
N.Y.  Killed  by  police.  1975.  Randy  Evans, 


14.  Bronx,  N.Y.  Killed  by  police.  1976.  An¬ 
dre  Roland,  seventh  grader,  found  hanged 
in  Columbia,  Missouri,  after  being  threaten¬ 
ed  for  dating  a  white  girl. 

You  are  strong  and  intelligent.  Your 
beauty  and  your  promise  lie  like  a  haze  over 
your  faces.  I  beg  you,  do  not  waste  it. 
Translate  that  power  and  beauty  into  action 
wherever  you  find  yourself  to  be,  or  you  will 
participate  in  your  own  destruction. 

I  have  no  platitudes  for  you.  Before  most 
of  you  are  thirty,  10  percent  of  you  will  be 
involved  with  space-traffic  and  10  percent 
of  you  will  have  contracted  AIDS.  This  dis¬ 
ease  which  may  yet  rival  the  Plague  of  the 
Dark  Ages  is  said  to  have  originated  in 
Africa,  spontaneously  and  inexplicably 
jumping  from  the  green  monkey  to  man. 
Yet  in  1969,  20  years  ago,  a  book  entitled  A 
Survey  of  Chemical  and  Biological  Warfare, 
written  by  John  Cookson  and  Judith  Not¬ 
tingham,  published  by  Monthly  Review 
Press,  discusses  green  monkey  disease  as  a 
fatal  blood,  tissue  and  venereally  transmit¬ 
ted  virus  which  is  an  example  of  a  whole  new 
class  of  disease-causing  organisms,  and  of 
biological  warfare  interest.  It  also  discusses 
the  possibilities  of  this  virus  being  genetical¬ 
ly  manipulated  to  produce  “new”  organ¬ 
isms. 

But  I  do  have  hope.  To  face  the  realities 
of  our  lives  is  not  a  reason  for  despair  — 
despair  is  a  tool  for  your  enemies.  Facing  the 
realities  of  our  lives  gives  us  motivation  for 
action  and  the  power  to  change.  For  you  are 
not  powerless.  You  know  why  the  hard 
questions  must  be  asked.  It  is  not  altruism,  it 
is  self-preservation  —  survival. 

Each  one  of  us  here  is  privileged.  We  have 
beds  and  we  do  not  go  to  them  hungry.  We 
are  not  part  of  those  millions  of  homeless 
people  roaming  america  today.  Your  privi¬ 
lege  is  not  a  reason  for  guilt,  it  is  part  of  your 
power,  to  be  used  in  support  of  those  things 
you  believe.  Because  the  greatest  error  of 
privilege  is  to  absorb  without  use.... 

Become  aware  of  who  pays  for  you  to  live 
the  way  you  do.  Cheap  labor  is  never  cheap 
for  the  person  who  performs  it.  It  is  made 
cheap  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  consume 
the  products  of  that  labor.  South  African 
coal  is  the  cheapest  coal  in  the  world  because 
black  coal  miners  slave  and  die  in  South 
African  coalpits  for  less  than  30  cents  a  day. 
And  that  cheap  South  African  coal  is  put¬ 
ting  miners  in  Kentucky  and  Virginia  out  of 
work,  and  breaking  the  coal  miner  unions  in 
this  country. 

Look  at  the  tags  inside  your  robes,  in  your 
shirts.  On  the  back  of  your  cassette  record¬ 
ers.  Most  of  us  here  in  this  room  would 
never  be  able  to  afford  these  commodities  if 
it  were  not  for  the  grossly  underpaid  labor 
of  women  of  color  around  the  world  who 
slave  to  produce  them.  So  when  you  use 
your  pocket-radios  and  your  computers,  be 
conscious  that  young  women  in  Sri-Lanka, 
Thailand,  Malaysia  are  going  blind  assembl¬ 
ing  your  electronics.  When  you  go  through 
your  closets  looking  for  something  to  wear, 
be  aware  that  adolescents  in  the  Phillipines 

To  face  the  realities  of  our 
lives  is  not  a  reason  for 
despair  —  despair  is  a  tool 
for  your  enemies. 

and  Jamaica  are  losing  their  health  to  the 
heat  and  dust  of  textile  sweatshops  sewing 
/the  fine  silks  and  cottons.  I  am  not  saying 
don’t  wear  these  clothes  don’t  use  these  elec¬ 
tronics.  I  am  saying  be  aware  of  who  sup¬ 
ports  these  technologies.  Be  aware  that  we 
have  a  responsibility  to  the  people  who  ex¬ 
pend  that  “cheap”  labor  that  makes  our 
lifestyles  possible.  Not  out  of  altruism,  but 
for  our  own  survival. 

The  poorest  one-fifth  of  this  nation  be¬ 
came  seven  percent  poorer  in  the  last  ten 
years,  and  the  richest  one-fifth  of  the  nation 
became  1 1  percent  richer.  How  much  of 
your  lives  are  you  willing  to  spend  merely 
protecting  your  privileged  status?  Is  that 
more  than  you  are  prepared  to  spend  putting 
your  dreams  and  beliefs  for  a  better  world 
into  action?  That  is  what  creativity  and  em¬ 
powerment  are  all  about.  The  rest  is  destruc¬ 
tion.  And  it  will  have  to  be  one  or  the  other. 

It  is  not  enough  to  believe  in  justice.  The 


median  income  for  Black  and  Hispanic  fam¬ 
ilies  in  this  country  fell  in  the  last  three 
years,  while  the  median  income  of  white 
families  rose  one-and-one-half  percent.  We 
are  all  1 1  years  away  from  a  new  century, 
and  a  leader  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  can  still  be 
elected  to  Congress  from  the  Republican 
party  in  Louisiana.  Little  14-year-old  Black 

The  poorest  one-fifth  of  this 
nation  became  seven  percent 
poorer  in  the  last  ten  years , 
and  the  richest  one-fifth  of 
the  nation  became  11  percent 
richer.  How  much  of  your 
lives  are  you  willing  to  spend 
merely  protecting  your 
privleged  status? 


boys  in  the  7th  grade  are  still  being  lynched 
for  dating  a  white  girl.  It  is  not  enough  to 
say  we  are  against  racism. 

It  is  not  enough  to  believe  in  everyone’s 
right  to  her  or  his  own  sexual  preference. 
Homophobic  jokes  are  not  just  fraternity 
high  jinks.  Gaybashing  is  not  just  fooling 
around.  Less  than  a  year  ago  a  white  man 
shot  two  white  women  in  their  campsite  in 
Pennsylvania,  killing  one  of  them.  He 
pleaded  innocent,  saying  he  had  been  mad¬ 
dened  by  their  making  love  inside  their  own 
tent.  If  you  were  sitting  on  that  jury,  what 
would  you  decide? 

It  is  not  enough  to  believe  anti-Semitism  is 
wrong,  when  the  vandalism  of  synagogues  is 
increasing,  amid  the  home-grown  fascism  of 
hate  groups  like  the  Christian  Identity  and 
Tom  Metzger’s  American  Front.  The  cur¬ 
rent  rise  in  jokes  against  Jewish  women 
masks  anti-Semitism  as  well  as  woman 
hatred.  What  are  you  going  to  say  the  next 
time  you  hear  a  JAP  story? 

We  do  not  need  to  become  each  other  in 
order  to  work  together.  But  we  do  need  to 
recognize  each  other,  our  differences  as  well 
as  the  sameness  of  our  goals.  Not  for  altru¬ 
ism.  For  self-preservation  —  survival. 

Every  day  of  our  lives  is  practice  in 
becoming  the  person  you  want  to  be.  No  in¬ 
stantaneous  miracle  is  suddenly  going  to  oc¬ 
cur  and  make  you  brave  and  courageous  and 
true.  And  every  day  that  you  sit  back  silent, 
refusing  to  use  your  power,  terrible  things 
are  being  done  in  our  name. 

Our  federal  taxes  contribute  three  billion 
dollars  yearly  in  military  and  economic  aid 
to  Israel.  Over  200  million  dollars  of  that 
money  is  spent  fighting  the  uprising  of  Pal¬ 
estinian  people  who  are  trying  to  end  the 
military  occupation  of  their  homeland. 
Israeli  soldiers  fire  tear  gas  canisters  made  in 
America  into  Palestinian  homes  and  hospit¬ 
als,  killing  babies,  the  sick,  and  the  elderly. 
Thousands  of  Palestinians,  some  as  young 
as  12,  are  being  detained  without  trial  in 
barbed-wire  detention  camps,  and  even 
many  Jews  of  conscience  opposing  these 
acts  have  also  been  arrested  and  detained. 

Encouraging  your  Congresspeople  to 
press  for  a  peaceful  solution  in  the  Middle 
East,  and  for  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the 
Palestinian  people,  is  not  altruism,  it  is  sur¬ 
vival. 

In  particular,  my  sisters  and  brothers,  I 
urge  you  to  remember,  while  we  battle  the 
many  faces  of  racism  in  our  daily  lives  as 
African  Americans,  that  we  are  part  of  an 
international  community  of  people  of  color, 
and  people  of  the  African  diaspora  around 
the  world  are  looking  to  us  and  asking,  how 
are  we  using  the  power  we  have?  Or  are  we 
allowing  our  power  to  be  used  against  them, 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  struggle  for  their 
liberation? 

Apartheid  is  a  disease  spreading  out  from 
South  Africa  across  the  whole  southern  tip 
of  Africa.  This  genocidal  system  in  South 
Africa  is  kept  propped  into  place  by  the 
military  and  economic  support  of  the  U.S., 
Israel  and  Japan.  Let  me  say  here  that  I  sup¬ 
port  the  existence  of  the  state  of  Israel  and  I 
support  the  existence  of  the  U.S.A.,  but  this 
does  not  blind  me  to  the  grave  injustices 
emanating  from  either.  Israel  and  South 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Jeremy  Wells,  writer,  director  and  film¬ 
maker,  died  July  1 1  in  New  York  City  after 
what  his  parents  said  was  “a  long  and 
courageous  struggle  with  AIDS.”  He  was 
28. 

Jeremy  was  born  in  1961  in  Princeton, 
N.J.,  the  son  of  David  and  Janet  Wells. 
When  he  was  seven,  Jeremy  and  his  family 
moved  to  Vermont  where  he  eventually  at¬ 
tended  the  Putney  School.  Later,  Jeremy 
was  a  student  at  Columbia  University  and  he 
also  earned  a  degree  in  filmmaking  from 
New  York  University. 

“Jeremy’s  precocity,  artistic  gifts  and 
humor  were  evident  from  early  childhood. 
After  writing  a  history  of  the  world  at  the 
age  of  seven  (when  he  first  learned  to  write), 
he  began  in  the  third  grade  to  write  and 
direct  comic  plays  for  his  classmates  which 
were  produced  at  the  Grammar  School  [in 
Vermont],'”  according  to  his  family. 

At  the  Putney  School,  Jeremy’s  central 
interest  was  in  the  theater  as  a  writer,  direc¬ 
tor  and  actor.  His  plays  evolved  from  com¬ 
edy  to  black  humor  and  the  macabre. 
Friends  said  Jeremy  could  be  found  walking 
across  the  campus  cloaked  in  black  with  a 
dagger  through  his  heart.  He  was  in  his  ele¬ 
ment  at  Halloween. 

His  family  said  he  had  a  turbulent  adoles¬ 
cence,  “perhaps,”  as  one  close  friend  said, 
“because  he  perceived  life  more  deeply  and 
sensitively  than  the  average  person.” 

His  family  also  said,  “Jeremy’s  great 
delight  in  frightening  and  shocking  his 
friends,  and  especially  his  mother,  grew  into 
the  themes  of  his  adult  work  in  theater  and 
filmmaking,  which  focused  on  the  horror 
genre.”  Jeremy  himself  said  that  writing 
horror  helped  him  to  work  out  his  own 
fears. 

Jeremy  worked  in  New  York  in  off- 
Broadway  theater  productions,  in  television 
and  video,  and  as  an  extra  in  various  films, 
including  Big  and  Last  Exit  to  Brooklyn 
Through  a  grant,  he  wrote  and  produced  a 
film  about  AIDS.  His  last  work  was  a  full- 
length  script  about  a  small  boy  growing  up 
in  “Northminster  North,  Vermont”  where 
all  the  adults  are  evil  and  only  the  boy  is 
good. 

Jeremy  is  survived  by  his  lover,  Christo¬ 
pher  Mangan,  his  parents,  David  and  Janet 
Wells,  and  his  brother  and  grandfather 
among  other  relatives. 

Three  memorial  services  for  Jeremy  were 
held.  Contributions  in  memory  of  him  may 
be  made  to  the  Brattleboro  AIDS  Project  or 
the  Yellow  Barn  Music  Festival  in  Putney, 
Vermont,  or  to  God’s  Love  We  Deliver  in 
New  York  City. 

□  Christopher  Mangan 

David  McIntosh 

David  McIntosh  died  on  June  14,  1989, 
from  AIDS.  The  New  York  City  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community  Services  Ceter,  where 
he  worked  as  a  volunteer,  mourns  his  loss. 

A  horticulturalist,  playwright  and  poet, 
David  approached  the  Center  in  early  1988 
with  the  idea  of  converting  our  ill-used 
courtyard  into  an  open  garden.  With  much 
determination  and  a  handful  of  volunteers, 
David  cleared  the  courtyard,  which  had 
been  functioning  as  an  unofficial  dump; 
raised  the  funds  necessary  to  complete  his 
vision;  implored  area  shopkeepers  for  dona¬ 
tions  (plants,  pots,  and  benches  were  forth¬ 
coming);  and  finally  planted  the  garden  that 


Jeremy  Wells 


has  been  delighting  visitors  to  the  Center  for 
two  years.  It  is  the  most  popular  spot  in  the 
Center  for  socializing,  politicking  and 
schmoozing. 

When  not  creating  beautiful  gardens, 
David  spent  much  of  his  time  writing.  He 
produced  eight  plays  during  his  tenure  as 
Writer-in-Residence  at  The  Play  Group  in 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  including:  22  RPM,  The 
Terrific  Two,  Church,  Smoke  on  the  Moun¬ 
tains,  Tell  Me  a  Story,  Hello!  Lacie,  and 
The  Piper  Man.  One  book  of  poetry,  A 
Knoxville  Book ,  was  published  in  1977  by 
Catfish  Press.  Hello!  was  cited  as  one  of  the 
best  plays  of  1977-78  by  the  American 
Critics  Association.  More  recently,  David 
wrote  the  lyrics  of  Can ,  a  ten-minute  opera 
commissioned  by  Joseph  Papp  for  inclusion 
in  an  evening  of  short  pieces. 

David  was  firmly  committed  to  the 
premise  that  people  with  AIDS  must  con¬ 
tinually  question  the  medical  establishment, 
educate  themselves,  and  control  their  own 
treatment.  In  accordance  with  that  belief,  he 
worked  with  Northern  Lights  Alternatives 
and  the  Health  Education  AIDS  Liaison 
(HEAL). 


A  memorial  service  for  David  was  held  1 
July  8  in  the  Center  Garden.  A  video 
documenting  David’s  work  on  the  garden 
was  shown  at  the  service. 

David  is  survived  by  his  parents,  his 
sisters,  his  brother,  and  many  loving 
friends. 

□  Community  Services  Center 


Ted  Spagna 


Ted  Spagna  died  of  lymphoma  at  Massa¬ 
chusetts  General  Hospital  on  June  21,  1989. 
In  his  45  years  of  life,  Ted  was  perhaps  best 
known  as  a  photographer,  in  particular  the 
photographer  who  pioneered  time-lapse 
sleep  studies.  But  to  friends  and  colleagues 
who  mourn  his  passing,  he  was  a  filmmaker, 
artist,  collector  and  enthusiastic  supporter 
of  the  visual  arts  in  Boston. 

To  honor  his  life’s  work,  a  one-time,  one- 
day  retrospective  exhibit  will  be  mounted  on 

Continued  on  page  1 1 

GCN  encourages  anyone  who  would  like  to  sub¬ 
mit  obituaries  for  publication  to  do  so.  We  ask 
that  obituaries  be  typed,  double-spaced,  and 
limited  to  500  words,  if  possible.  Include  a 
photograph,  if  available.  We  offer  writing  assis¬ 
tance  upon  request.  Contact  the  News  department 
if  you  have  any  questions  or  would  like  to  make  a 
submission. 


FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  1989’  IS  A 
HOOT,  TICKLE  AND  GUFFAW)  IT  HAS 
SEEN,  IS,  AND  WILL  GO  ON  BEING 
BOSTON’S  BEST  OFF  BROADWAY 

MUSICAL!”  — Arthur  Frtodman,  Bolton  Herald 

“DELIGHTFULLY  ENTERTAINING, 
WICKEDLY  WITTY  EVENING  OF 
MUSICAL  SATIRE  I” 

-Mai  Schoallar.  KISS-IOS 

‘THE  LAUGHS  GET 
LOUDER  AND  LONGER!’ 

—Frank  Dolan,  WEil  Radio 

357-8384 

DINNER  SHOW 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 


s  FORBIDDEN  HOLLYWOOD 


GROUP  RATES  426-6444  542-1701 


TH€  T€RRAC€  ROOM  AT  TH€  BOSTON  PARK  PLAZA 


(all  now  for  LIVE  ACTION- 

1*900*999'8500 

(«<  Id  abate _ 


S0(  each  additional  minute) 


Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


HEALING  SERVICES 
FOR  ALL  AFFECTED 
BY  AIDS 


For  persons  with  AIDS 

For  their  families  and  friends 

For  those  in  the  healing  professions 

For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 

For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 

For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

I  August  15th,  7:30  PM 
First  Baptist  Church 
110  Commonwealth  Ave. 

(Corner  of  Commonwealth  & 

|  Clarendon) 

Boston 

Sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force 
on  AIDS 

For  more  information: 

(617)  628-7665 


Southern  Jamaica  Plain 

f-JEALTH  (RENTER 


affiliated  with  the  Brigham  5  Women ’s  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology 

•  Podiatry 

•  Pediatrics 

•  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 


Evenings  hours,  convenient  to  public 
transportation 

Sliding  scale  avail.,  all  health 
insurance  accepted 
Spanish  spoken 
687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain 
522-5900 


MEDICAL  WRITER/  R  EPORTER 

Medical  writer/reporter  with  experience  in  reviewing  and 
abstracting  published  literature  and  conference  reports 
on  treatment  topics.  Assignments  include  telephone  con¬ 
tact  with  clinical  investigators  and  sponsors  of  experimen¬ 
tal  treatment  studies.  Basic  understanding  of  laboratory 
and  clinical  procedures,  life  sciences,  and  superior  writing 
skills  are  essential.  Priority  given  to  individual  with  work¬ 
ing  knowledge  of  HIV  disease  and  associated  opportu¬ 
nistic  manifestations.  Word  processing  skills  are  needed, 
preferably  WordPerfect.  Familiarity  with  on-line  biblio¬ 
graphic  systems  such  as  MedLine  and  Grateful  Med 
helpful.  Salary  $28,00-$30,000. 

EXPERT  PARADOX  3.0  PROGRAMMER 

Computer  programming  consultant  with  extensive  expe¬ 
rience  in  writing  Paradox  programs  which  are  larger  than 
50  scripts  containing  500  procedures.  Must  have  ability 
to  modify  existing  Paradox  2.0  programs  to  run  more 
efficiently  in  Paradox  3.0  and  the  ability  to  create  sophis¬ 
ticated  data  output  routines  --  including  data  conversion 
to  other  text  formats  such  as  WordPerfect.  Some  knowl¬ 
edge  of  desk-top  publishing  and  on-line  data  exchange 
helpful,  but  not  required.  Hourly/daily  consulting  rate  is 
negotiable;  however,  a  keen  interest  in  contributing  to  a 
project  which  seeks  to  accelerate  the  availability  of  effec¬ 
tive  AIDS/HIV  treatments  is  vital.  Part-time  consultant 
position  to  begin;  possible  staff  opportunity  for  the  right, 
"user-friendly"  programming  professional. 

Letter,  resume,  and  salary  needs  to: 

STAFF  DIRECTOR,  AIDS  RESEARCH 
BOX  21 05,  NEW  YORK,  NY  1 01 1 6 


OBITUARIES 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


' 

i  .  ... 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.ll. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free 


1-800-352- 


3185 


LESBIAN  MOTHER 
STUDY 


ARE  YOU  HAVING  A  CHILD 


BY  ALTERNATIVE 
INSEMINATION? 

We  are  interested  in  interviewing  pro¬ 
spective  lesbian  mothers  as  part  of  a 
multi-city  study  of  lesbian  mothers  and 
their  children.  If  you  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating  or  pregnant,  you  may  be  a 
candidate  for  the  study.  If  you  have  a 
partner  who  will  be  co-mothering,  she 
also  may  be  included. 

The  study  is  set  up  as  a  20-year 
longitudinal  study  of  lesbian  families. 
The  first  interview  will  take  place  before 
the  baby  is  born  (or  before  conception, 
for  women  who  are  currently  in¬ 
seminating).  Follow-up  interviews  will 
take  place  when  the  child  is  between  1 
and  2  years  old  and  when  the  child  is  5, 
10,  and  17  years. 

The  interviewers  will  meet  you  at  your 
home.  All  interviewers  are  lesbian  men¬ 
tal  health  professionals. 

If  you  would  like  to  consider  par¬ 
ticipating,  please  call. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.:  Caroline  Sparks, 
Ph.D.,  Jean  Hamilton,  M.D. 

301/951-9040. 

BOSTON:  Nancy  Reed,  M.S.W., 
L.I.C.S.W.  617/661-0248 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Nanette  Gartrell 
M.D.  415/346-2336 


A 

FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  -  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


•INDIVIDUAL 
GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


V.OPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

. -  ■  ■■■  .  . 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
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Canadian  priests  charged 
with  child  abuse 

Press  and  prosecutors  blur  distinctions  between  sexual 
abuse  and  homosexuality  in  highly  publicized  cases 
involving  leading  Catholic  priests 


By  Richard  Steinman 

ST.  JOHN’S,  Newfoundland  —  Nation¬ 
wide  attention  focusing  on  the  arrests  —  and 
in  some  cases  convictions  —  of  Roman 
Catholic  priests  and  other  religious  officials 
on  child  abuse  charges  is  causing  concern 
among  Canadian  and  U.S.  gay  and  lesbian 
activists.  Nine  priests  and  five  members  of 
the  Christian  Brothers  order  currently  face 
charges. 

The  most  prominent  of  the  accused 
priests,  Father  James  Hickey,  has  already 
been  convicted  on  20  charges  of  sexually 
molesting  minors  and  is  serving  a  prison 
sentence  in  Kingston.  Within  the  archdioce¬ 
san  hierarchy,  Hickey  was  second  only  to 
the  Archbishop  of  Newfoundland.  Hickey 
has  denied  the  charges,  writing  rebuttals  to 
newspaper  reports. 

Rumors  of  boys  being  sexually  abused  by 
priests  date  back  to  the  mid-1970s.  In  1979 
an  article  in  Week-End  Magazine ,  a  supple¬ 
ment  to  Sunday  newspapers  throughout 
Canada,  described  in  general  terms  child 
abuse  by  Catholic  priests.  Following  its 
publication  in  Newfoundland,  the  Catholic 
Church  used  its  influence  to  get  the  maga¬ 
zine  permanently  dropped  from  the  local 
newspaper  which  previously  carried  it. 

When  the  Rising  Tide  Theatre  in  St. 
John’s,  Newfoundland’s  largest  city, 
mounted  several  skits  critical  of  Hickey,  the 


Archbishop  sent  letters  to  local  businesses, 
asking  them  to  withdraw  their  funding  of 
the  theater. 

When  charges  were  again  raised  against 
specific  priests,  the  priests  in  question  were 
moved  to  new  parishes,  whose  members 
were  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  charges.  But 
now,  under  the  sheer  volume  of  the  charges, 
the  church’s  protective  influence  has  not 
prevailed. 

“[S]uddenly,”  according  to  Ron  Knowl- 
ing,  a  gay  man  from  St.  John’s,  “the  plastic 
sphere  protecting  the  Catholic  Church  has 
collapsed.”  Church  attendance  is  down, 
and  some  services  have  been  cancelled.  The 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  has  made  no 
public  comment  but  is  conducting  an  in- 
house  inquiry  and  has  established  a  counsel¬ 
ing  service  for  abused  children. 

The  local  gay  and  lesbian  community  is 
concerned  that  neither  the  press  nor  prose¬ 
cutors  have  drawn  any  distinction  between 
sexual  abuse  and  homosexuality.  When 
Knowling  spoke  of  the  events  at  the  Annual 
Maine  Lesbian/Gay  Symposium  in  late 
May,  other  conference  participants  offered 
to  provide  relevant  literature  to  be  distribu¬ 
ted  to  members  of  Newfoundland’s  media 
and  criminal  justice  system. 

□  filed  from  Whitefield,  Maine 


Fens 
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fact,  police  at  that  meeting  reported  that  one 
of  the  latest  cases  was  originally  in  the  hands 
of  the  homicide  squad  because  doctors 
thought  the  victim  would  not  survive  the  at¬ 
tack. 

Kevin  Cathcart,  executive  director  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD),  echoed  Scondras,  and  noted  that 
one  person  has  already  been  killed  in  the 
Fens  this  year.  Cathcart  said  he  was  general¬ 
ly  pleased  with  the  way  Boston  police  have 
handled  the  case,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
said  he  was  “skeptical”  that  simply  increas¬ 
ing  police  presence  in  the  Fens  would  reduce 
violence.  In  an  effort  to  gain  a  break  in  the 
case,  the  police  have  begun  using  under¬ 
cover  officers  in  the  Fens,  according  to 
Cathcart. 

Scondras  said  at  the  August  3  meeting 
with  police  that  a  neurosurgeon  at  Beth 
Israel  Hospital,  which  is  located  near  the 
Fens,  told  him  that  he  has  seen  at  least  four 
other  patients  in  recent  months  who  were 
brought  in  from  the  Victory  Gardens  area 
with  severe  injuries  to  the  back  of  the  head. 
Joyce  Collier,  of  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center’s  (FCHC)  Victim  Recovery 
Program,  confirmed  that  there  have  been  at 
least  nine  assaults  in  the  Fens  since  May.  She 
urged  extreme  caution  and  said  that  several 
of  the  attacks  have  taken  place  on  the  main 
park  paths,  not  in  the  reeds.  Gary  Dotter- 
man,  an  aide  to  Scondras,  said  that  several 
similar  attacks  in  January  1989  have  also 
been  uncovered.  One  of  those  incidents 
reportedly  involved  a  non-gay  man  who  was 
walking  through  the  gardens  at  dusk  on  his 
way  home. 

After  the  August  3  meeting,  a  contingent 
of  about  a  dozen  people,  including  Scon¬ 
dras,  three  of  his  aides,  several  plainclothes 
detectives,  and  five  reporters  from  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  press,  went  to  the  Fens  to  alert 
men  who  were  using  the  cruising  area. 
Whistles  were  passed  out  and  men  were  ask¬ 
ed  if  they  had  seen  anything  that  could  be  of 
use  in  trying  to  solve  the  cases.  Dotterman 
reported  that  several  people  came  forward 
with  information  regarding  the  recent  at¬ 
tacks,  but,  as  of  now,  no  substantial  leads 
have  come  from  that  information.  Whistles 
will  soon  be  available  at  the  Ramrod  and  the 
1270  Club,  two  bars  located  a  block  from 
the  Fens.  In  addition,  volunteers  from  the 
Fenway  community  center  will  be  making 
trips  to  the  Fens  to  pass  out  whistles.  A 
leaflet  that  alerts  people  to  the  seriousness 
of  the  recent  attacks  has  been  posted  at  all  of 
the  gay  bars  in  the  city,  and  signs  have  been 


posted  in  the  cruising  area.  Officials  from 
the  Parks  Department,  which  has  removed 
signs  in  the  past,  have  promised  not  to 
remove  them  this  time. 

Cathcart  said  that  he  felt  there  has  been 
“too  much  talk  about  maniacs”  loose  in  the 
Fens.  Attacks  in  the  cruising  area  are  not 
new,  he  said.  “We  have  to  make  the  danger 
real  for  people  without  creating  hysteria. 
There’s  lots  of  violence  in  the  Fenway  and 
lots  of  harassment  of  gay  men.  When  this 
person  gets  caught,  there  will  still  be  on¬ 
going,  serious  crime”  in  the  Fens,  Cathcart 
pointed  out.  Only  a  small  number  of  attacks 
in  the  Fens  are  reported,  he  said,  adding, 
“It’s  a  mess.” 

As  a  solution,  Cathcart  suggested  the  re¬ 
opening  of  a  bathhouse  in  Boston,  noting 
that  it  might  relieve  some  of  the  pressure  on 
the  Fens.  He  criticized  those  who  applauded 
the  closing  of  Club  297  earlier  this  year  and 
said,  “Now  everybody’s  out  in  the  woods 
getting  hit  over  the  head,  that’s  great.  A 
bathhouse  is  so  much  safer.” 

Note:  Any  information  on  the  gay  bashings 
in  the  Fens  can  be  passed  on  to  Boston 
police  detective  Bob  Harrington  at 
247-4283.  Callers  should  indicate  that  they 
have  information  about  the  Victory 
Gardens  cases.  All  calls  will  be  strictly  con¬ 
fidential.  Callers  who  are  uncomfortable 
with  talking  to  the  police  can  also  call  Joyce 
Collier  or  Steve  LeBlanc  of  the  Fenway’s 
Victim  Recovery  Program  at  267-0900.  Vol¬ 
unteers  who  want  to  help  distribute  whistles 
in  the  Fens  should  also  call  FCHC.  □ 

NY  Times 
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Magazine,  the  writers  failed  to  mention  that 
not  only  was  Greenwich  Village  the  site  of 
the  Stonewall  Rebellion,  but  it  is  also  the  New 
York  neighborhood  that  has  the  largest  gay 
and  lesbian  population.  Finally,  the  Times 
recently  did  a  major  article  about  hate 
groups  and  violence  and  failed  to  mention 
anti-gay  and  -lesbian  violence. 

ACT  UP  has  vowed  to  challenge  the 
Times.  Along  with  large  demonstrations, 
smaller  weekly  attacks  are  being  planned. 
On  August  8,  ACT  UP  staged  a  “fax-zap.” 
Condolence  cards  mourning  the  “loss  of  its 
integrity”  and  the  “loss  of  its  honesty”  were 
sent  to  the  Times.  In  addition,  orange  neon 
stickers  that  say  “Buy  your  lies  here.  The 
New  York  Times  reports  half  of  the  truth 
about  AIDS”  are  now  affixed  to  a  huge 
number  of  newspaper  boxes  irr 
Manhattan.  □ 
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"Massive  funds  for  AIDS  research!"  "Cure  AIDS 


now!"  "Release  the  drugs!"  These  have  been  the  rally¬ 


ing  cries  of  AIDS  activists  in  the  heroic  fight  against  the 
criminal  neglect  of  promising  drugs  and  the  price¬ 
gouging  of  PWAs.  But  the  problem  with  AIDS  re¬ 
search/treatment  runs  deeper  than  bureaucratic 
obstacles  and  corporate  profiteering  —  and  can't  even 
be  explained  solely  by  homophobia  and  racism.  What 
needs  to  be  examined  is  the  very  nature  of  this  coun¬ 


try's  medical  establishment.  Addressing  its  institutional 
biases  may  be  the  key  to  solving  the  AIDS  crisis,  and 
may  begin  the  process  of  creating  a  self-healing, 


people-oriented  system  of  health  care. 


A  careful  study  of  the  history  of  AIDS 
research  reveals  the  repetition  of  a  pattern  in 
medical  research  on  infectious  and  degener¬ 
ative  diseases  in  the  United  States.  That  pat¬ 
tern  shows  three  main  built-in  biases:  1) 
towards  a  single-agent  theory  of  disease,  as 
opposed  to  a  multi-factorial  analysis;  2) 
towards  expensive,  new  pharmaceutical 
drugs  and  other  high-tech  approaches 
(radiation,  genetic  engineering,  etc.)  to 
“cure”  disease  (as  opposed  to  cheap,  low- 
profit,  already-available  naturally  or  lightly 
processed  foods,  vitamins,  minerals,  herbs, 
etc.);  and  3)  against  any  research  or  recom¬ 
mendations  that  might  expose  the  role  of  the 
medical  establishment  itself  in  inducing 
disease  and  death  through  “normal” 
medical  procedures.  Underlying  these  biases 
is  the  engine  driving  nearly  all  medical 
research  in  this  country  —  what  many  pro¬ 
gressive  analysts  have  labeled  the  “medical- 
industrial  complex.”  This  interlocking  web 
embraces  the  pharmaceutical/medical- 
technology  industry,  health  insurance  in¬ 
dustry,  medical  profession,  medical 
schools,  teaching  hospitals,  research  institu¬ 
tions,  and  mainstream  medical  media.  Vir¬ 
tually  unchallenged,  this  complex  dictates 
federal  policies  on  medical  research  and 
treatment,  which  in  turn  influence  nearly  all 
non-governmental  programs  —  and  the 
priorities  of  research  institutes  worldwide. 

For  every  sector  of  this  complex,  the 
motivating  force  is  institutional  power  and 
clout;  for  the  companies  and  private  doctors 
who  dominate  the  complex,  it  is  also  profits. 
That  means  a  constant  push  to  maintain  and 
expand  “markets”  (vulnerable  people  with 
disease)  for  their  goods  and  services. 
Preventing  illness,  healing  sick  people  and 


encouraging  self-reliance  are  nowhere  on 
their  priority  list,  and  the  quality  of  health 
care  in  this  country  shows  the  results.  The 
poor  —  especially  people  of  color  —  who 
lack  the  money  to  buy  commercialized 
medical  “care,”  are  forced  to  contend  with 
the  warehouse-style,  big-city  hospital 
emergency  rooms,  or  they  fall  through  the 
cracks. 

THE 

DEBATE:  SINGLE 
AGENTS  vs.  MULTIPLE 
FACTORS 

A  capsule  history  of  the  medical- 
industrial  complex  will  help  set  the  context 
for  AIDS.  “Modern  medicine”  as  we  now 
know  it  consolidated  in  the  late  19th  and 
early  20th  centuries.  This  was  a  time  of 
tremendous,  rapid  scientific  advance,  both 
in  the  level  of  instruments  available  to  un¬ 
cover  smaller  and  smaller  biological  parts 
and  the  understanding  of  how  those  parts  fit 
together  in  human  functioning.  Pasteur 
discovered  bacteria  in  1857  and  quickly 
launched  a  fierce  debate  —  continuing  to 
this  day  —  over  whether  the  key  to  infec¬ 
tious  disease  was  single  agents  (bacteria, 
fungi,  parasites,  and  later,  viruses)  or  the 
“host  status”  (the  person’s  level  of 
resistance,  determined  by  various  factors  af¬ 
fecting  overall  health).  Single-agent  ad¬ 
vocates  argued  that  the  way  to  Fight  disease 
was  to  develop  medicines  that  attacked  the 
causative  agent,  while  the  “host  status” 
theorists  maintained  that  the  real  solution 
was  restoring  overall  functioning  by  enhanc¬ 
ing  the  person’s  healing  abilities.  In  this 
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multi-factorial  view,  what  we  now  call  “life¬ 
style”  issues  —  diet,  exercise,  fresh  air,  ade¬ 
quate  sleep,  positive  thinking,  stress  reduc¬ 
tion  —  were  as  important,  if  not  more  so, 
than  particular  medicines. 

As  the  single-agent  forces  got  the  upper 
hand  in  research,  so  too  did  the  “scientific 
medicine”  practitioners’  secure  dominance 
in  clinical  practice.  The  Americal  Medical 
Association  (AMA)  was  formed  in  1845  to 
gain  for  medical  doctors  a  monopoly  on 
legal  licensure  as  health  practitioners.  The 
young  AMA  waged  fierce  (and  quite  suc¬ 
cessful)  battles  to  de-certify  the  then-domi¬ 
nant  natural  healers  —  a  range  of  herbalists, 
midwives,  and  homeopathic  doctors 
(homeopathy  is  a  very  effective  form  of 
healing  involving  extremely-diluted  toxins 
to  induce  an  immune  response).  Interesting¬ 
ly,  many  of  the  healers  at  that  time  were 
women,  and  most  medical  doctors  were 
men.  By  the  early  20th  century,  the  AMA 
had  secured  powerful  big-coporation  back¬ 
ing  for  its  plan  to  uniformize  legal  re¬ 
quirements  to  practice  medicine  in  every 
state.  Quickly,  the  large  network  of  schools 
of  natural  healing  collapsed,  lacking  legal 
backing  as  recognized  professions. 

Meanwhile,  the  pharmaceutical  industry 
was  rapidly  developing,  based  on  the  single¬ 
agent  theory  and/or  the  symptom-suppres¬ 
sion  approach.  A  dizzying  array  of  new 
drugs  for  almost  every  disease  came  on  the 
market.  With  a  variety  of  slick  marketing 
techniques  and  gowing  influence  in  political 
circles,  the  new  industry  gradually  inserted 
its  marketing  hype  into  medical  school  cur¬ 
ricula,  fueling  the  trend  towards  pill¬ 
pushing  medicine.  Pharmaceutical  corpora¬ 
tions  began  funding  medical  schools  and 
teaching  hospitals,  and  pushed  for  the 
establishment  of  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health  (NIH)  to  absorb  some  of  their 
research  expenses.  The  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA),  established  in  response 
to  consumer  outrage  over  dangerous  drugs, 
was  quickly  taken  over  by  the  industry  it  was 
supposed  to  regulate;  only  minimal  regula¬ 
tions  were  enacted  to  mollify  the  public. 

Of  course,  not  every  technological  ad¬ 
vance  in  medical  science  was  worthless  or 
harmful  —  quite  the  contrary.  Important 
improvements  were  made  in  treatment  of 
acute  infectious  diseases,  surgery  for  life- 
threatening  conditions,  and  emergency 
medicine  to  repair  physical  injuries.  But 
many  of  the  most  heralded  advances  (especi¬ 
ally  the  conquest  of  common,  serious 
childhood  infectious  diseases)  occurred  due 
to  simultaneous  improvements  in  wages, 
nutrition,  housing,  and  sanitation  as 
(primarily  white  North  American  and  Euro¬ 
pean)  workers  won  struggles  for  better  living 
standards.  Meanwhile,  the  never-ending 
nightmare  of  preventable  disease  and  death 
(caused  by  the  lack  of  those  better  living 
conditions)  plaguing  people  of  color 
worldwide  has  hardly  been  addressed  to  this 
day,  except  in  countries  that  have  had 
revolutions.  Furthermore,  every  new 


medical  development  was  fueled  by  the 
search  for  profits  and  new  markets,  not  a 
desire  to  heal  people.  Thus,  many  distor¬ 
tions  occurred  which  over  time  would  help 
create  a  whole  new  generation  of  “iatrogen¬ 
ic”  —  doctor-  or  medicine-created  —  dis¬ 
eases  (more  on  this  later). 

This  takes  us  to  the  present  day.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  to  note  that  the  pharmaceutical  in¬ 
dustry  now  has  one  of  the  highest  rates  of 
profit  of  any  manufacturing  sector  in  the 
world  and  provides  75  percent  of  the  oper¬ 
ating  budget  of  the  AMA.  A  revolving  door 
of  personnel  shifts  operates  between  the  in¬ 
dustry,  FDA,  and  NIH.  And  research 
priorities  at  both  federal  and  university 
research  centers  are  largely  determined  by 
the  drug  companies  which  provide  large 
grants.  Dr.  Cesar  Caceres,  a  former  NIH  of¬ 
ficial  now  operating  a  mostly  PWA  practice 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  told  GCN,  “Many 
[university]  research  projects  are  done  to 
benefit  the  drug  manufacturers,  not  pa¬ 
tients  or  science.  [As  a  researcher,]  you  have 
to  find  who  has  the  funds  and  put  them  in 
the  right  place.  .  .  .  [University  researchers] 
get  a  percentage  of  additional  research 
money  they  bring  in  from  drug  companies.” 

CANCER 
PARALLEL 
PRECURSOR 

Before  we  turn  to  the  specifics  of  AIDS 
research,  it  is  illuminating  to  examine  the 
parallels  with  the  study  of  cancer.  In  fact, 
cancer  research  during  the  past  20  years  not 
only  provides  parallels,  but  also  played  a 
role  in  setting  the  direction  for  AIDS 
research.  The  federal  “War  on  Cancer,”  the 
highly-touted  program  launched  officially 
in  1 97 1 ,  was  actually  a  stepped-up  version  of 
research  going  on  since  the  1940s.  After  tens 
of  billions  in  spending  by  the  National 
Cancer  Institute  (NCI),  what  have  been  the 
results?  A  few  new  experimental  drugs  and 
treatments,  but  conventional  medicine  to¬ 
day  offers  virtually  the  same  three  options 
—  chemotherapy,  radiation,  and  surgery  — 
as  it  has  for  decades.  Most  tellingly,  survival 
rates  have  not  improved  at  all.  Many  still  die 
painful,  agonizing  deaths  after  struggling 
through  one  or  all  of  these  disruptive  and 
often  toxic  therapies.  Why?  Might  it  be 
related  to  the  adamant  refusal,  until  the  last 
few  years,  to  fund  any  studies  on  alternative 
treatments? 

Year  after  year,  new  evidence  comes  for¬ 
ward  from  small,  independent  medical  prac¬ 
tices  and  clinics  of  the  high  survival  rates 
brought  about  by  radical  diet  changes, 
nutritional  supplements,  herbs,  stress  reduc¬ 
tion,  and  mental/spiritual  changes.  Books 
and  books  have  been  written  on  neglected 
non-drug,  non-toxic  treatments  discovered 
by  independent  researchers.  The  problem, 
of  course,  is  that  any  officially  “proven” 
alternative  treatment  would  strike  at  the 
heart  of  the  highly  lucrative  market  for 
high-tech  medicine.  Furthermore,  many  of 


these  approaches  emphasize  lifestyle 
changes,  taking  responsibility  for  health  — 
thus  decreasing  dependence  on  doctors.  The 
result  is  that  not  only  have  alternative 
treatments,  and  the  practitioners  using 
them,  been  ignored,  but  often  ridiculed  and 
attacked  by  the  medical  establishment;  in 
some  cases,  doctors  practicing  unconven¬ 
tional  but  effective  cancer  treatments  have 
actually  had  their  licenses  revoked  by  their 
local  AMA  affiliate. 

Related  to  the  narrowness  in  treatment 
research  is  the  rigid  approach  to  studies  of 
the  causes  of  cancer.  For  many  years,  the 
medical  establishment  dogmatically  refused 
to  acknowledge  that  environmental,  oc¬ 
cupation,  or  food  exposures  to  chemicals  or 
radiation  could  contribute  to  cancer.  And 
while  smoking  was  (finally)  acknowledged 
as  a  carcinogen,  imbalanced  diet  was  not  un¬ 
til  much  later.  Now  it  is  commonly  accepted 
among  all  but  industry  apologists  that  70-80 
percent  of  all  cancers  are  environmentally- 
induced,  although  chemical  companies,  tox¬ 
ic  waste  dumpers,  nuclear  power  plants  and 
food  manufacturers  continue  with  only 
minimal  regulation  —  literally  getting  away 
with  murder.  While  some  small  research 
projects  are  exploring  these  factors,  the 
heavily-funded  search  has  been,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  be,  for  some  internal  biological  ex¬ 
planation,  such  as  genetics  or  viruses. 

Starting  in  the  1970s,  the  NCI  poured 
billions  into  intricate  research  to  dissect 
smaller  and  smaller  parts  of  human  biology, 
seeking  a  micro-cause  for  what  was  clearly  a 
macro-problem.  In  fact,  Dr.  Robert  Gallo, 
now  the  powerful  chief  federal  AIDS  resear¬ 
cher,  built  his  career  in  the  NCI’s  “Special 
Virus  Cancer  Program.”  Gallo  amassed  a 
large  staff  with  fancy  equipment  to  pin  the 
cause  of  cancer  on  something  we’ve  heard  a 
lot  about  lately  —  retroviruses.  After  ten 
years  of  fruitless  research,  in  the  late  1970s, 
he  had  to  admit  defeat.  The  theory  of  a  viral 
cause  of  cancer  had  led  nowhere.  And  while 
the  science  of  virology,  especially 
retrovirology,  was  advanced,  there  was  little 
application  for  it. 


THE  BIAS  IN  AIDS 
RESEARCH 


Then,  in  1981,  along  came  AIDS.  Itis  well 
known  that  the  federal  government  stalled 
in  initiating  serious  research  on  a  disease 
killing  “only  fags  and  junkies”  —  and  that 
the  gay  community  had  to  fight  tooth  and 
nail  for  the  first  research  appropriations. 
But  what  is  rarely  examined  is  how  Gallo 
and  his  NCI  colleagues  seized  on  the  new 
political  climate  and  the  money  rolling  in  to 
rebuild  their  defeated  retrovirus-lab  empire. 

In  1982-83,  the  meager  federal  AIDS 
research  program  was  half-heartedly  pursu¬ 
ing  a  few  leads  towards  the  causes  of  AIDS 
—  poppers,  cytomegalovirus  (CMV), 
Epstein-Barr  virus  (EBV),  African  Swine 
Fever  virus  (ASFV),  and  syphilis.  Most  of 
these  were  proving  quite  interesting.  But  in 
1982,  Gallo  was  appointed  head  of  the 
AIDS  Research  Program,  and  he  im¬ 
mediately  directed  most  resources  towards 
the  investigation  of  retroviruses  as  the  possi¬ 
ble  cause.  According  to  The  AIDS 
Bureaucracy ,  a  1988  mainstream  analysis  of 
federal  AIDS  policy  by  Sandra  Panem, 
“The  [Cancer]  Institute  chose  to  focus  on 
retroviruses  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
lines  or  research”  partly  because  “a  com¬ 
mitment  to  retrovirus  research  was  well 
established  at  NCI.  .  .  .  [An  NCI  official] 
noted  that  if  the  gamble  had  failed,  the  ef¬ 
fort  would  have  been  worthwhile  anyway 
because  basic  retroviral  research  was  a 
priority  of  the  NCI.” 

With  the  now  famous  April  1984  an¬ 
nouncement  by  Health  and  Human  Services 
Secretary  Margaret  Heckler  that  Gallo  had 
discovered  the  cause  of  AIDS  (later  to 
become  known  as  Human  Immunodeficien¬ 
cy  Virus  or  HIV),  the  die  was  cast.  “HIV  is 
the  sole  cause  of  AIDS!”  he  insisted.  “You 
don’t  need  any  co-factors!” 

Most  of  the  meager  non-HIV  federal 
AIDS  research  was  stopped,  and  the  ripple 
effect  meant  similar  actions  in  laboratories 
worldwide.  Even  research  on  co-factors  — 
exposures  to  other  microbes,  chemicals, 
nutritional  deficiencies  or  stresses  —  that  ac¬ 
cepted  the  role  of  HI  V  as  cause  was  virtually 
abandoned.  HIV-focussed  research,  with  its 
high  technology  and  big  budgets,  became 
the  rage.  A  1987  article  on  AIDS  co-factors 
in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  could  cite  only  one  published 
report  on  co-factors  after  1984  (out  of  the 
thousands  of  reports  on  AIDS  research). 

The  forces  leading  to  this  “rush  to  judg¬ 
ment”  are  worth  examining.  It  was  not 
simply  a  matter  of  Gallo’s  lust  for  a  Nobel 
Prize,  although  clearly  that  played  a  role  — 
even  allegedly  inspiring  him  to  steal  a  virus 
from  his  French  competitor’s  lab  and  then 
claim  he  had  discovered  it.  Nor  was  it  merely 
the  large  personal  investment  of  Gallo  and 


several  other  key  federal  researchers  in  the 
companies  manufacturing  HIV  antibody 
test  kits  —  a  clear  conflict  of  interest  biasing 
against  non-HIV  research.  But  perhaps 
most  important  was  the  institutionalized 
bias  towards  single-agent  theories,  and  in 
this  case,  a  new  single  agent  that:  a) 
deflected  attention  from  the  numerous  so¬ 
cial/environmental  factors  which  implicate 
the  structure  of  society;  and  b)  opened  the 
door  to  a  potentially  lucrative  market  for 
newly  developed  anti-viral  drugs.  These 
considerations  did  not  even  need  to  be  con¬ 
scious  for  Gallo  or  any  other  federal  of¬ 
ficial,  so  ingrained* 
medical  research,' 


ALTERNATIVE 'THEORIES 
OF  AIDS  CAUSES 


Meanwhile,  independent  doctors  and 
scientists  continued  researching  their 
theories  on  shoestring  budgets.  Some 
argued  that  HIV  was  definitely  not  the 
cause.  Foremost  among  these  was  Peter 
Duesberg,  a  verteran  of  the  NCI’s  retrovirus 
research  program  and  a  Professor  of 
Molecular  Biology  at  the  University  of 
California/Berkeley.  In  1987,  he  published 
the  first  of  what  were  to  prove  a  series  of 
scholarly,  carefully  documented  papers  (in 
such  journals  as  Cancer  Research,  Science, 
and  the  Proceedings  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences),  in  which  he  argued 
that  while  HIV  clearly  had  some  correlation 
with  AIDS,  it  was  nothing  more  than  a 
passenger  virus  present  among  some  people 
with  serious  immune  suppression.  He  ap¬ 
plied  the  rigorous  scientific  standards  widely 
agreed  upon  as  necessary  to  prove  a  microbe 
causes  disease  and  found  HIV  totally  lack¬ 
ing.  While  some  of  Duesberg’s  arguments 
against  HIV  may  indeed  be  ingenuous,  the 
general  response  of  the  medical  establish¬ 
ment  was  silence,  followed  by  ridicule  (af¬ 
ter  major  media  coverage  brought  the  con¬ 
troversy  to  public  light).  Only  reluctantly, 
much  later,  did  mainstream  research¬ 
ers  make  a  semblance  of  preparing  a 
point-by-point  response.  Yet  much  of  that 
response  admitted  that  many  of  the  articles 
of  faith  on  how  and  why  HIV  causes  AIDS 
are  mere  speculations,  unproven  as  yet. 
Meanwhile,  attempts  by  non-establishment 
scientists  to  obtain  research  grants  to  study 
alternative  causes  of  AIDS  were  universally 
denied .  \ih**~M*  * 

THEORIZED  CO¬ 
FACTORS  IN  AIDS 

Many  of  the  AIDS  dissidents  argued  — 
continuing  the  long  multifactoral  tradition 
—  that  HIV,  if  it  did  cause  immune  system 
damage,  could  only  do  so  when  the  host 
resistance  was  worn  down  by  a  variety  of 
assaults  on  immune-competence,  called  co¬ 
factors  or  fundamental  causes  (as  opposed 
to  precipitating  causes).  While  there  are 
many  individual  variations  on  this  theme, 
the  proposed  co-factors/causes  generally 
fall  into  five  categories,  nearly  all  ignored  in 
mainstream  AIDS  research: 


1)  Other  infections: 

A  range  of  infections,  many  of  them  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases  (STDs),  are  well 
known  to  damage  the  immune  system 
and/or  activate  other  viruses.  Thus  these  are 
among  the  prime  AIDS  co-factors,  and  in¬ 
deed,  for  some  mainstream  researchers,  the 
only  co-factors  granted  “legitimacy.”  Since 
the  early  1970s,  many  of  these  formerly 
tropic-based  diseases  have  become  rampant 
in  the  West,  particularly  among  gay  men 
and  IV-drug  users.  Of  course,  they  remain 
widespread  in  central  Africa  and  the  Carib¬ 
bean/South  America,  largely  due  to 
malnutrition,  bad  sanitation,  and  inade¬ 
quate  health  care. 

The  immune-suppressive  diseases  include  vi¬ 
ral  infections  such  as  hepatitis-B,  herpes 
zoster,  cytomegalovirus  (CMV),  and  Epstein- 
Barr  virus;  parasitic  infections  such  as  amebia¬ 
sis,  malaria,  and  giardiasis;  fungal  infections 
such  as  Candida;  and  bacterial  infections  such 
as  tuberculosis,  gonorrhea  and  syphilis.  Both 
in  the  Third  World  and  among  gay,  Black  and 
Latino  people  in  the  U.S.,  treatment  for  these 
diseases  has  often  been  inadequate  and/or  in¬ 
sensitive.  While  a  small  amount  of  research 
has  been  done  on  the  disease  backgrounds  of 
PWAs,  much  more  is  needed. 

Two  partiuclar  causative  links  with  other 
diseases  have  been  proposed: 

Secondary  and  tertiary  syphilis:  Several 
doctors  and  medical  researchers  in  the  U.S. 
and  West  Germany  have  studied  many 
PWAs  and  concluded  that  frequently  super¬ 
ficial  and/or  no-longer -effective  blood  tests 
for  syphilis  antibodies  have  allowed  many 
doctors  to  overlook  a  mountain  of  cases. 
Untreated,  these  then  progress  after  several 
years  (secondary  and  tertiary  syphilis  have 
incubation  periods  known  to  range  from 
one  to  30  years)  to  stages  where  the  disease 
surfaces  in  a  virulent  form,  a  possible  ex¬ 


planation  for  many  AIDS  cases.  Medical 
literature  documents  the  fact  that  every 
symptom  linked  with  AIDS  —  including 
PCP  and  KS  —  has  been  reported  for 
syphilis.  Tertiary  neurosyphilis  has  a  strik¬ 
ing  similarity  to  AIDS  encepalopathy  (cen¬ 
tral  nervous  system  disorders.)  It  is  also 
theorized  that  years  of  low  doses  of  an¬ 
tibiotics  prescribed  for  other  diseases 

—  particularly  STDs  in  gay  men  —  may 
have  radically  altered  both  the  course  of 
syphilis  symptoms  and  the  body’s  ability  to 
produce  antibodies  that  would  then  appear 
on  blood  test. 

This  theory  is  extremely  intricate  and  has 
much  documentation.  It  is  even  more  in¬ 
teresting  now  that  there  are  numerous 
documented  cases  of  tremendous  im¬ 
provements  in  AIDS  symptoms  following 
treatment  with  aqueous  penicillin  or  the 
typhoid  vaccine  (the  recommended  treat¬ 
ment  for  neurosyphilis  prior  to  1959)  —  plus 
the  frequent  experience  of  PWAs  with 
previously  negative  syphilis  blood  tests  con¬ 
verting  to  positive  tests  after  these 
treatments.  (See  “The  AIDS-Syphilis 
Link”,  GCN,  April  2,  1989.) 

African  Swine  Fever:  Two  Boston 
biologists,  Jane  Teas  and  John  Beldekas, 
have  meticulously  studied  the  possible  con¬ 
nection  between  AIDS  and  this  AIDS-like 
disease  of  pigs.  Their  conclusion,  published 
in  a  letter  in  the  British  medical  journal 
Lancet  (March  8,  1986)  is  that  swine  fever 
may  play  some  causative  role  in  AIDS.  Lab¬ 
oratory  tests  of  a  sample  of  many  PWAs’ 
blood  showed  that  47  percent  (including 
many  U.S.  gay  men)  had  antibodies  to  the 
swine  fever  virus  —  this  for  a  disease  the 
U.S.  Agriculture  Department  insists  could 
never  by  transmitted  to  people.  The  two 
scientists  argue  that  humans  could  have 
been  infected  in  such  areas  as  Haiti,  central 
Africa  and  Belle  Glade,  Florida  (the  migrant 
worker  town  with  the  highest  per  capita 
AIDS  rate  in  the  U.S.)  after  eating  under¬ 
cooked  diseased  pork. 

There  is  a  remarkable  parallel  between  the 
dates  of  swine  fever  and  AIDS  outbreaks  in 
several  Third  World  countries.  North 
Americans  may  have  become  infected 
through  sexual  contacts  with  Haitians  or 
transfused  blood  bought  by  pharmaceutical 
companies  from  infected  Haitians  or 
Africans  (the  blood  industry  was  thriving  in 
many  countries  until  the  late  1970s).  A  U.S. 
medical  anthropologist  who  studied  swine 
fever  and  AIDS  in  the  central  African  na¬ 
tion  of  Rwanda  has  urged  investigation  of 
the  possible  connection  between  the  two 
diseases  (New  York  Times,  July  31,  1986).  A 
“new”  virus  discovered  in  1986  by  Army 
medical  researcher  Shyh-Ching  Lo  in  the 
blood  of  PWAs  —  which  he  sees  as  a  possible 
cause  or  co-factor  of  AIDS  —  has  many  simi¬ 
larities  to  African  Swine  Fever  virus  (ASFV) 
and  may  turn  out  to  be  one  and  the  same,  ac¬ 
cording  to  ASFV  expert  John  Beldekas. 

2)  Medicinal  drugs: 

Before  AIDS  was  identified,  the  immune- 
suppressive  side  effects  of  cortisone,  cor¬ 
ticosteroids,  chemotherapy  and  transplant 
anti-rejection  drugs  were  well-known  to 
cause  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  (KS  and  pneumo- 
cystis  carinii  pneumonia  (PCP).  But  an  even 
wider  range  of  drugs  have  documented 
immune-suppressive  effects.  In  particular,  it 
is  known  that  antibiotics  used  over  a  long 
period  of  time  —  tetracycline  in  particular 

—  can  gradually  break  down  one’s  immune 
system.  Chronic,  long-term  antibiotic  use 
(sometimes  prophylactically)  was  the  norm 
among  many  U.S.  gay  men  in  the  1970s,  and 
was  also  common  among  IV  drug  users,  in 
both  cases  due  to  the  large  number  of 
bacterial  illnesses  to  which  they  are  subject. 
Similarly,  pharmaceutical  companies  are 
known  to  have  dumped  on  the  Third  World 
antibiotics  unapproved  by  Western  safety 
authorities.  In  many  countries  where  the 
AIDS  profile  is  primarily  those  with  long 
histories  of  STDs,  these  antibiotics  are 
available  over  the  counter.  It  is  interesting 
that  a  new  drug  marketed  after  1979  in  Haiti 
and  Zaire  (two  major  centers  of  AIDS)  for 
treatment  of  parasites  is  similar  to  a 
Japanese  drug  implicated  in  a  neurological 
disorder  similar  to  that  seen  in  some  PWAs. 

Most  compellingly,  a  survey  done  by  New 
York  City  physician  William  Holub  of  the 
treatments  recommended  for  various 
“minor”  infections  from  1975-1985  (as 
documented  in  contemporary  medical 
texts),  concluded: 

Many  fairly  common  illnesses  and  infec¬ 
tions  which  were  very  lightly  treated  by 
medicine  in  the  mid  1970s  began  to  be 
more  aggressively  and  defensively  treated 
through  the  late  1970s  to  early  1980s  and 
even  more  so  today.  Medicine  began  to  re¬ 
quire  longer  hospital  stays  for  many  infec¬ 
tions  and  illnesses....  There  was  the  rapid 
increase  in  the  use  of  more  new  medica¬ 
tions,  higher  dosages  and  more  complex 
combinations  of  medications.  [Antibiotics 
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Tables  from  “AIDS:  Careful 
Scientific  Scrutiny  Provides  a 
Totally  Different  View”  —  Dr. 
William  R.  and  Claudia  E.  Holub, 
1988  (primary  source  for  tables: 
Physician's  Desk  Reference, 
1979-86) 

Medical  therapeutic  actions 
which  could  contribute  to  im¬ 
mune  suppression  involved  in 
AIDS  (table  6) 

Abortions 
Allergy  shots 
Anesthesia 
Biopsies 
Cat  scans 


VM 
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Electrosurgery 
Extensive  bed  rest 
G1  series 
Hospital  diets 
Infusions  and  IVs 
Injections 
Isolation  and  quarantine 
Medications 
Radiation  therapy 
Surgery 

Topical  antiseptics 
Total  parenteral  nutrition 
Transfusions 

Vaccinations  (immunizations) 

Venipunctures 

X-rays 


Medical  product  categories 
which  can  cause  " iatrogenic " 
(doctor-  or  medicine-created) 
immune  suppression  and 
hence  exacerbate  AIDS  (table  8) 

Aerosols 

Analeptic  agents 

Anesthetics 

Antiasthma 

Antibiotics 

Antidepressants 

Antidiuretics 

Antiherpes 

Antiinflammatory 

Antimotion  sickness 

Antineoplastics 

Antiparkinsonism 

Antipsychotics 

Antispasmodics 

Biologicals 
Bowel  evacuants 
Bronchial  dilators 
Cardiovascular 

Central  nervous  system  stimulants 

Chelating  agents 

Cholesterol  reducers 

Contraceptive  pills 

Cough  and  cold  remedies 

Decongestants 

Digestants 

Dermatologicals 

Enzymes 


Emetics 
Allergens 
Analgesics 
Anorexics 
Antibacterials 
Anticonvulsants 
Antidiabetic 
Antifungals 
Antihistamines 
Antimetabolites 
Antinauseants 
Antiparasitics 
Antipruritics  ' 
Antipyretics 
Antiviral  drugs 

Germicides 
Hyperglycemic  agents 
Hormones 
Hypnotics 

Immunosuppressives 
Infant  formulas 
Laxatives 
Muscle  relaxants 
Narcotics 

Narcotic  antagonists 
Plasma  fractions 
Psychostimulants 
Quinidines 
Sedatives 
Tranquilizers 
Uterine  contractants 
Vaginal  therapeutics 
X-ray  contrast  media 
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and  corticosteroids  are  particularly  cited.] 
Remember  that  a  person  who  is  already  ill 
and  malnourished  is  much  more  likely  to 
have  adverse  drug  effects  than  the  healthy 
individuals  upon  which  most  drugs  were 
tested.  The  sicker  the  patient  got,  the  more 
different  medications  were  used  and  at 
higher  doses.  The  interactions  between 
many  of  these  drugs  can  lead  to  a  rapidly 
cataclysmic  immunosuppression  and 
death.  [See  Tables]. 


Holub  particularly  cites  the  increasingly  ag¬ 
gressive  treatment  of  infectious  mononucle¬ 
osis,  or  Epstein-Barr  virus  infection,  a 
precursor  of  AIDS  in  many  PWAs. 

Hepatitis-B  vaccine  —  A  special  note  on 
this  is  important.  An  unusually  high  percen¬ 
tage  of  the  hundreds  of  gay  men  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  experimental  trials  for  this 
vaccine  (1978-1980)  developed  AIDS.  Since 
these  trials  occurred  at  about  the  same  time 
as  the  first  AIDS  cases  in  the  same  cities 
(New  York,  San  Francisco,  and  Los  Angel¬ 
es),  a  possible  connection  at  least  bears 
careful  study.  Several  researchers  have 
shown  the  immunosuppressive  effects  of  a 
variety  of  vaccines.  Yet  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  have  refused  to  run 
any  studies,  simply  asserting  that  there  is  ab¬ 
solutely  no  link. 


3)  Street  drugs 

While  a  great  focus  has  been  placed  on  the 
spread  of  AIDS  among  IV  drug  users  by 
sharing  infected  needles,  little  effort  has 
been  made  to  study  the  role  of  the  drugs  be¬ 
ing  injected  in  producing  immune  suppres¬ 
sion.  Yet  numerous  studies  of  the  effects  of 
heroin  and  cocaine  have  shown  their 
immune-suppressive  effects;  indeed,  this 
partially  accounted  for  the  horrible  profile 
of  disease  and  death  among  drug  users  even 
before  AIDS. 

Furthermore,  the  role  of  oral  street  drugs 
as  an  AIDS  co-factor  has  hardly  been 
studied.  With  great  effort,  Cesar  Caceres, 
the  physician  mentioned  earlier,  analyzed 
and  compiled  small  studies  of  PWAs  by  the 
CDC  in  1985.  He  found  that  54  percent  of 
the  flon-IV-drug-using  PWAs  —  including 
75  percent  of  gay  PWAs  —  had  been  regular 
users  (at  least  once  a  week  for  several  years) 
of  such  known  immune-suppressors  as  co¬ 
caine,  amphetamines  and  barbituates,  LSD, 
marijuana  and  amyl  or  butyl  nitrites  (pop¬ 
pers).  Alcohol,  too,  is  known  to  impair  im¬ 
mune  functioning,  and  its  rates  among  the 
AIDS-affected  communities  are  dispropor¬ 
tionately  high.  Yet  the  CDC  denies  that  any 
of  these  drugs  are  co-factors  in  AIDS  and 
refuses  to  include  questions  on  them  in  its 
PWA  interview  form.  Caceres  found  that, 
adding  in  IV-drug  users,  79  percent  of  all 
U.S.  PWAs  had  been  regular  drug  users.  He 
asked,  in  a  Wall  Street  Journal  opinion 
piece  (10/24/85),  “Since  drug  abuse  can 
severly  damage  the  immune  system,  why  has 
AIDS  been  identified  primarily  with  sex, 
especially  sex  among  homosexuals?” 

The  particular  role  of  poppers  —  in¬ 
halants  primarily  used  by  gay  men  —  in 
AIDS  was  briefly  and  inadequately  studied 
at  the  beginning  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
Both  laboratory  and  clinical  research  show¬ 
ed  extensive  use  of  poppers  to  be  a  likely  co¬ 
factor  in  Kaposi’s  sarcoma,  and  in  general  a 
cause  of  severe  immune  system  damage.  The 
few  early  studies  of  gay  PWAs  which  asked 
about  poppers  usage  found  extremely  high 
rates  of  regular  usage  compared  to  healthy 
gay  men.  Thus,  poppers  may  hold  the  key  to 
explaining  the  high  prevalence  of  KS  among 
gay  PWAs  and  its  relative  rarity  among 
straight  PWAs.  Yet  the  CDC,  while  tepidly  com¬ 
menting  in  1984  that  poppers  might  possibly  play 
some  role  in  KS,  has  never  publicly  identified 
poppers  usage  as  an  important  AIDS  co-factor  to 
avoid.  And  as  mentioned  earlier,  the  CDC’s 
meager  initial  poppers  research  was  dropped 
after  HIV  was  announced  as  “the  cause.” 

Ads  in  many  gay  newspapers  and  maga¬ 
zines,  along  with  distribution  at  gay  bars 
and  discos,  played  an  important  role  in  sus¬ 
taining  the  poppers  market,  even  after  dam¬ 
ning  evidence  was  available.  And  according 
to  gay  activist-researchers  John  Lauritsen 
and  Hank  Wilson  (who  unsuccessfully  lob¬ 
bied  the  CDC  to  deal  more  aggressively  with 
this  issue),  the  poppers  industry  (whose  an¬ 
nual  business  was  once  estimated  at  $50 
million)  enlisted  academics  and  government 
officials,  using  “fraudulent  research”  and 
“statistical  trickery,”  to  prevent  most  states 


from  banning  the  sale  of  poppers  until 
recently.  Finally,  in  late  1988,  Congress  in¬ 
cluded  poppers  as  a  banned  drug,  a  measure 
which  took  effect  in  February,  1989  (and 
which  is  currently  being  challenged  in  court 
by  poppers  manufacturers).  Meanwhile,  the 
recent  reduced  rate  of  increase  in  new  gay 
AIDS  cases  may  have  as  much  to  do  with 
sharply  declining  poppers  usage  rates 
(demonstrated  in  surveys)  as  it  does  with 
safer  sex  practices. 

4.  Inadequate  nutrition 

Long  before  AIDS,  identical  immune  de¬ 
ficiencies  (which  caused  PCP,  for  instance) 
were  recorded  among  severely  malnourished 
children.  Various  clinical  and  health-survey 
evidence  suggests  a  direct  relationship  bet¬ 
ween  particular  nutrients  and  the  health  of 
such  immune  system  parts  as  the  thymus 
gland.  Vitamins  A  and  C  and  zinc  are  par¬ 
ticularly  important.  The  standard  American 
diet  of  highly  processed  foods,  minimal 
vegetables,  and  excess  sugar  often  causes 
deficiencies  in  these  and  other  vitamins  and 
minerals,  and  is  very  likely  a  cause  of  some 
immune  system  damage.  Among  poor  peo¬ 
ple  with  inadequate  diets,  particularly 
Blacks  and  Latinos  and  people  in  many 
parts  of  the  Third  World,  the  effects  are 
even  more  serious  —  perhaps  playing  some 
role  in  the  severity  of  AIDS  in  these  com¬ 
munities. 


5)  Psychological  stress 

Since  the  1970s,  a  whole  new  field  has 
opened  up  in  medicine  known  as  “psycho¬ 
neuroimmunology.”  This  is  the  study  of  the 
relationships  between  the  nervous  system 
(especially  the  brain)  and  the  body’s  im¬ 
mune  response.  Many  studies  have  shown  a 
direct  link  between  various  forms  of 
psychological  stress  and  a  decline  of  im¬ 
mune  functioning.  Given  the  extreme  social 
stress  under  which  gay  men  and  IV-drug 
users  live  in  this  society,  it  is  completely 
logical  —  as  several  researchers  have  pro¬ 
posed  —  that  stress  is  a  co-factor  for  some 
people  who  develop  AIDS.  Research  on  this 
point  is  minimal,  due  to  the  skepticism  of 
mainstream  medicine,  but  a  body  of  know¬ 
ledge  is  growing.  In  addition,  it  is  not  far¬ 
fetched  to  suggest  that  part  of  the  rapid 
deterioration  of  some  PWAs  following 
diagnosis  may  have  something  to  do  with 
the  devastating  psychological  (and  thus 
physical)  effects  of  being  given  a  “12 
months  to  live”  death  sentence  by  their  doc¬ 
tors,  reinforced  by  the  “inevitably  fatal”  in¬ 
cantation  constantly  repeated  by  the  media 
and  society  in  general. 

Numerous  other  co-factors  have  been 
proposed,  ranging  from  lifestyle  factors  like 
cigarette  smoking  and  lack  of  exercise  to 
background  environmental  exposures.  In 
the  latter  category,  some  have  analyzed  the 
possible  role  of  immuno-suppressive  chemi¬ 
cals,  through  toxic  waste  dumps  or  direct 
pesticide/herbicide  exposure  (this  could  ap¬ 
ply,  for  instance,  to  Vietnam  veterans  ex¬ 
posed  to  Agent  Orange,  shown  to  have 
immune-damaging  effects.)  Again,  the 
point  is  not  to  fully  explain  AIDS,  since  only 
specific  subpopulations  have  developed  the 
disease,  but  rather  to  indicate  those  factors 
which  could  make  people  exposed  to  the 
causitive  microbe  more  vulnerable.  An  in¬ 
teresting  theory  in  this  vein  posits  that 
fluoridation  of  water  —  a  dental  health 
measure  which  some  evidence  shows  may 
have  immune-damaging  and  carcinogenic 
effects  over  the  long  term  —  may  help  ex¬ 
plain  the  varying  geographic  distribution  of 
AIDS.  For  instance,  New  York  and  San 
Francisco,  both  with  fluoridated  water  sup¬ 
plies,  have  much  higher  per  capita  AIDS 
rates  than  unfluoridated  Los  Angeles  and 
Miami.  Since  all  four  have  high  populations 
of  gay  men  and  IV-drug  users,  those 
demographics  don’t  seem  to  be  a  sufficient 
explanation,  thus  lending  credence  to  an  en¬ 
vironmental  co-factor. 
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WARFARE 

CONNECTION? 


Finally,  some  have  theorized  that  HIV 
was  genetically  engineered  in  the  laboratory. 
Some  attributed  this  to  medical  research  on 
animals,  others  to  biological  warfare  re¬ 
search.  While  several  detailed  theories  have 
been  offered  in  support  of  these  scenarios, 
they  still  amount  to  unsubstantiated 
speculation.  More  problematically,  they 
assume  a  level  of  technological  sophistica¬ 
tion  in  genetic  engineering  not  obtained  un¬ 
til  the  mid-1970s,  whereas  HIV  antibodies 
have  been  uncovered  (through  frozen  blood 
samples)  as  far  back  as  1968  in  the  U.S. 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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You’ve  Kept  This 
Secret  For  Years 

To  this  day,  you  wonder  if  it 
was  your  fault.  You’re  still 
mistrustful  of  people. 

You  feel  different,  less  than 
others.  And  so  ashamed. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 

| _ 


AUTOMOBILE 

INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEV1CH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 
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THE  HEAT  IS  ON. 
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Lake  this  summer  sizzle  with  Gay  Selections,  New  England’s  most 
exciting  meeting  service. 

With  voice  personals  from  Gay  Selections,  you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share 
your  lifestyle  and  live  in  your  area.  Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen 
or  more  messages  from  other  gay  men,  then-respond  to  those  messages 
that  spark  your  interest. 

So  go  ahead  and  feel  the  heat. 


SELECTIONS 

1*900-456-3700 

Only  89*  per  minute.  Must  he  18  years  or  older.  C  Jartel,  Inc..  1989. 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  (617)  876-0333 
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pXKLf  SCHOOLS 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 
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HEALTH 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9S47 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 
617/267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4 S45 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856. 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa.  Central  America. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av, 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  8  Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800  202-8629  (10  Mm. 
Response) 

Tel.  S08/295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

Earfe  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 


HOUSECLEANING  AT  ANY 
TIME 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
567-6736 

Residential  or  Commercial 
Windows  included! 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186k!  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 

Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL,  M.Ed. 
Anorexia.  Bulimia, 

Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
and  bisexual  women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 


BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
266-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7S73) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health,  Research. 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 
MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  senisitve  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  are 
1493  Cambridge  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  physician  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL  INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health,  bars, 
and  events. 

Call  I IPM-2AM,  (215)  634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 
5S2  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  Ma,  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY  LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

491-5567 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well-balanced, 
delicious  macrobiotic  meals. 
Also,  special  diets  for  life- 
threatening  illnesses.  Delivery/ 
references.  Call  Mary  277-8087 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 


PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates 
Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing, 

Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  1 1 
Cambndge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

St.  Paul’s  Western  Orthodox 
Church 

351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass  every  Sun.  5:30pm 
Serving  the  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Community 

Unitarian  Universalist  Congrega¬ 
tion  at  the  1st  Church  of  Rox- 
bury  —  Sun.  I  lam  Service  — 
445-1277 

at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop. 

REMODELING 

GARRISON  CONSTRUCTION 

Roofmg-siding-gutters- 

decks-porches 

Replacement  doors  &  windows 
Interior  &  exterior  painting 
Fully  licensed  &  insured 
For  free  estimate  call  Tom 
(617)  545-0078 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI. ,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
P.O.  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
508/546-7252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  Street 
Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283  7765 

WOMEN'S  NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambndge.  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th  4pm-2am,  F  4pm-2am. 

Sat  9pm-2am 
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initiative-type  groups  to  do  these  investiga¬ 
tions  ourselves.  Thousands  of  lives  may 
hang  in  the  balance.  □ 

Bob  Lederer  is  an  investigative  journalist, 
gay  liberation  activist  and  co-founder  of  the 
Alternative  and  Holistic  Treatment  subcom¬ 
mittee  of  ACT  UP /NY. 


Moreover,  these  theories  accept  HIV  as  the 
clear-cut  cause,  a  proposition  under  serious 
question. 

Nonetheless,  the  nefarious  history  of 
U.S.  government  biological  warfare  and 
medical  “research”  experiments  (especially 
the  notorious  Tuskeegee  Syphilis  Study  of 
1932-1972  in  which  over  200  Black  people 
were  purposely  allowed  to  die)  shows  that 
human  intervention  —  by  accident  or  design 
—  cannot  be  ruled  out  as  a  contributing 
cause  of  AIDS.  We  must  remain  skeptical  of 
new  theories,  but  also  open  to  new  evidence. 
(For  more  background  on  bio-warfare/- 
medical  experiment  history  and  AIDS 
theories,  see  my  articles,  “Chemical- 
Biological  Warfare,  Medical  Experiments  & 
Population  Control”  and  “Origin  &  Spread 
of  AIDS:  Is  the  West  Responsible?”  Covert 
Action  Information  Bulletin,  Summer  1987 
and  Winter  1988.) 

In  addition,  it  is  worth  probing  whether, 
regardless  of  the  origin  of  AIDS,  the  after- 
the-fact  emphasis  on  HIV  research  has  been 
influenced  by  the  priorities  of  the  still-strong 
Army  Biological  Warfare  research  program 
(now  dubbed  “strictly  defensive”).  It  may 
be  pure  coincidence,  but  journalistic  in¬ 
vestigations  have  revealed  that  since  the  ear¬ 
ly  ’80s,  one  of  the  up-and-coming  areas  of 
bio-warfare  research  involves  precisely  the 
same  fields  of  virology  and  biotechnology  as 
the  federal  AIDS  research  program. 
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DEMAND  FOR  ACTION 
ON  CAUSES  AND 
TREATMENTS  OF  AIDS 

What  does  all  this  theorizing  have  to  do 
with  developing  AIDS  treatments?  The 
more  we  track  down  the  contributing 
causes,  the  easier  it  will  be  to  develop 
treatments  for  each.  Contributing  infections 
can  be  identified  and  treated.  Nutritional 
deficiencies  can  be  alleviated  with  nutri¬ 
tional  supplements  and  dietary  changes. 
Drug  abuse  can  be  countered  with  addiction 
treatment  and  detoxification  (by  such  pro¬ 
ven  effective  treatments  as  acupuncture). 
Medical  drug  side  effects  may  suggest 
withdrawing  the  immune-suppressing  medi¬ 
cations  and  not  adding  new  ones.  Psycho¬ 
logical  stress  can  be  limited  through  stress 
management  and  mental/spiritual 
measures.  Environmental  exposures  could 
be  minimalized,  at  least  for  individual 
PWAs  (for  instance  not  drinking  fluorida¬ 
ted  tap  water).  And  gaining  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  analysis  of  co-factors  will  aid  in  con¬ 
structing  a  holistic  approach  to  healing 
AIDS  aiming  at  gradually,  gently,  and  non- 
toxically  rebuilding  damaged  immune  sys¬ 
tems.  Finally,  if  indeed  some  kind  of  bio¬ 
warfare  were  involved,  then  perhaps  the 
specific  agents  used  can  be  identified  and 
treatments  developed  to  counter  them. 

So,  we  must  pressure  the  medical 
establishment  to  do  thorough  epidemiologi¬ 
cal  investigations  (analyses  of  patients’ 
medical  histories)  as  well  as  more  laboratory 
analyses  of  the  blood  of  PWAs  to  shed  light 
on  which  of  the  various  theories  may  have 
validity.  These  studies  must  encompass  the 
diversity  of  populations  affected  (different¬ 
ly)  by  AIDS. 

But  rather  than  wait  for  the  authorities  to 
act,  we  should  begin  developing  our  own 
grass-roots  capabilities  to  do  some  of  this 
research.  Why  not  launch  some  studies,  at 
first  just  based  on  interviews  or  question¬ 
naires  (scientifically  prepared)  to 
anonymously  gather  detailed  information 
on  the  medical/drug/nutritional/psycho- 
logical  backgrounds  of  PWAs?  Surely  this 
could  begin  to  shed  some  more  light  on  the 
wide  variety  of  factors  which  contribute  to 
causing  this  horrible  and  perhaps  avoidable 
epidemic. 

And  we  don’t  need  to  wait  for  more 
studies  to  reassess  our  AIDS  treatment 
strategies.  Ample  evidence  shows  that  put¬ 
ting  all  our  eggs  in  the  anti-HIV  basket  is 
playing  Russian  roulette.  Whatever  role 
HIV  plays  in  AIDS,  it  clearly  needs  a 
previously  damaged  immune  system  to  do 
any  harm.  So  any  immune-boosting  treat¬ 
ments  —  particularly  holistic,  non-toxic 
ones  —  will  be  helpful.  Let’s  demand  greatly 
stepped-up  research  into  those  treatments, 
and  let’s  use  our  community  research 


For  further  reading: 

Adams,  Jad,  AIDS:  The  HIV  Myth, 

St.  Martin's  Press,  New  York  City, 
1989,  $16.95.  A  new  book  giving 
the  inside  story  behind  Gallo's  HIV 
obsession  and  the  dogmatism  of  the 
medical  establishment. 

Brown,  Raymond  Keith,  M.D., 

AIDS,  Cancer  and  the  Medical 
establishment,  Robert  Speller, 
publisher,  New  York  City,  1986, 
$16.95.  Excellent  brief  analysis  of 
medical  establishment's  hostility  to 
co-factor  analysis  and  holistic 
treatments.  Also,  good  survey,  only 
partially  outdated,  of  promising 
holistic  treatments. 

Coulter,  Harris  L.,  AIDS  and 
Syphilis:  The  Hidden  Link,  North 
Atlantic  Books,  Berkeley,  1987, 
$8.95.  Carefully  documented  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  AIDS-syphilis- 
antihiotics  theory,  including  inter¬ 
views  with  medical  practicitioners 
using  syphilis  treatments. 

Culbert,  Michael  L.,  AIDS:  Hope, 
Hoax  and  Hoopla,  The  Bradford 
Foundation,  Chula  Vista,  Cal.,  1989, 
$14.95.  Good  summary  of  evidence 
for  many  co-factor  theories,  in  spite 
of  the  right-wing  author's  sexphobic 
comments  and  annoying  references 
to  "homosexuals." 

Rappoport,  Jon,  AIDS  Inc:  Scandal 
of  the  Century,  Human  Energy 
Press,  San  Bruno,  Cal.,  1988, 

$13.95.  A  broad  but  unevenly 
documented  survey  of  theorized 
AIDS  causes  and  co-factors,  with  an 
occasionally  over-conspiratorial 
bent.  Many  valuable  tidbits  of  infor¬ 
mation,  though. 


Obituaries 

Continued  from  page  6 

Sunday  August  20  at  the  Piano  Craft  Gal¬ 
lery  (791  Tremont  St.)  where  Ted  himself 
lived  for  many  years.  The  exhibit,  entitled 
“What  Ted  Gave  Us:  A  Memorial  Celebra¬ 
tion  of  His  Life  and  Art,”  will  consist 
primarily  of  photographs  made  by  Ted  and 
given  as  gifts  over  the  years. 

Ted  was  seldom  seen  without  a  camera 
slung  over  his  shoulder  and  friends  soon 
became  used  to  being  eyed  through  its  lens. 
Early  on,  when  Ted  was  first  developing  the 
technology  to  record  human  sleep,  more 
than  one  friend  was  convinced  to  spend  a 
night  under  the  watchful  camera  that  would 
record  their  night’s  sleep  in  seven  or  fifteen 
minute  intervals. 

Ted’s  playful  curiosity  led  to  his  most  re¬ 
cent  explorations  of  animal  sleep  patterns  as 
recorded  in  zoos  here  in  Boston,  as  well  as  in 
Florida  and  Texas,  for  a  show  called 
“Peaceable  Kingdom.”  Some  of  those 
works  will  sit  alongside  more  personal  re¬ 
membrances,  donated  especially  for  this 
event  by  his  friends. 

A  native  of  Flushing,  N.Y.,  Ted  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Cooper  Union  in  1970  with  a 
degree  in  architecture  and  earned  a  Master’s 
in  film  at  Boston  University  in  1972. 

The  retrospective  exhibit  will  follow  a 
memorial  service  for  family  and  friends. 
Visitors  to  the  Piano  Craft  Gallery  are 
welcome  betweem  2:30  and  6:00  p.m. 

□  Sue  C.  Kelman 
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Conference 

Continued  from  page  3 


BWMT  board  members  were  urged  to 
report  anything  they  do  that  is  AIDS- 
related.  The  task  force’s  staff  proceded  to 
explain  to  delegates  the  implementation  of 
the  KAB  survey,  which  will  examine 
Knowledge,  Attitudes  and  Behavior.  There 
were  also  sessions  on  safer  sex  efforts,  risk 
reduction  efforts  and  partnership  building. 

The  task  force  explained  that  in  the  com¬ 
ing  year  there  will  be  an  emphasis  on 
reaching  populations  at  risk  that  are  most 
difficult  to  reach.  Some  of  those  popula¬ 
tions  include  drug  users,  those  who  cannot 
acknowledge  that  they  are  gay,  and  those 
who  are  aware  that  they  are  gay,  but  are 
secretive.  In  doing  the  KAB  survey,  task 
force  members  hope  to  both  explore  the 
emotional  needs  of  Black  men  and  find  out 
their  levels  of  AIDS  awareness. 

Strengthening  the  organization 

NABWMT  has  set  a  goal  of  setting  up  a 
staffed,  national  office  to  coordinate  com¬ 
munication  among  groups  and  facilitate  na¬ 
tional  projects.  A  commitment  was  made  to 


seek  out  major  donors.  To  that  end,  Leland 
Wykoff,  finance  chair  for  the  Southeast 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Conference,  conducted 
two  sessions  on  raising  money,  characteriz¬ 
ed  by  outgoing  treasurer  Tim  Wilson  as  “the 
best  fundraising  workshop  I’ve  ever  attend¬ 
ed.” 

Some  of  the  more  social  and  less  formal 
times  at  the  conference  included  a  talent 
show  which  was  held  at  a  local  gay-oriented 
nightclub.  Men  from  all  over  the  country 
read  poems,  sang,  danced,  and  enjoyed  drag 
performances.  Many  of  the  delegates  also 
went  to  see  Spike  Lee’s  movie,  Do  the  Right 
Thing.  The  film’s  theme  of  racism  provided 
for  many  informal  discussions.  Finally,  con¬ 
ference  participants  enjoyed  a  relaxing  In¬ 
dependence  Day  full  of  swimming,  hiking, 
and  boating. 

More  than  120  people  have  already 
registered  for  next  year’s  conference  which 
will  be  held  in  San  Francisco.  “Family. ..the 
Seed  Grows”  is  the  theme  of  the  event  which 
will  take  place  June  24-July  1,  1990.  □ 


Survival 

Continued  from  page  5 


Africa  are  intimately  entwined,  politically 
and  economically.  There  are  no  diamonds  in 
Israel,  yet  diamonds  are  Israel’s  major 
source  of  income.  Meanwhile,  Black  people 
slave  in  the  diamond  mines  of  South  Africa 
for  less  than  30  cents  a  day. 

It  is  not  enough  to  say  that  we  are  against 
apartheid.  Forty  million  of  our  tax  dollars 
go  as  aid  to  South  Africa  and  backed 
UNITA  forces  to  suppress  an  independent 
Angola.  Our  dollars  pay  for  the  land-mines 
responsible  for  over  50,000  Angolan  am¬ 
putees.  It  appears  that  Washington  is  join¬ 
ing  hands  with  South  Africa  to  prevent  in¬ 
dependence  of  Namibia.  Now  make  no  mis¬ 
take,  South  Africa,  Angola,  Namibia,  will 
be  free.  But  what  will  we  say  when  our 
children  ask  us,  what  were  you  doing,  mom¬ 
my  and  daddy,  while  american-made  bull¬ 
ets  were  murdering  Black  children  in 
Soweto? 

In  this  country,  children  of  all  colors  are 
dying  of  neglect.  Since  1980,  poverty  has  in¬ 
creased  30  percent  among  white  children  in 
America.  50  percent  of  African-American 
children  and  30  percent  of  Latino  children 
grow  up  in  poverty,  and  that  percentage  is 
even  higher  for  the  indigenous  people  of  this 
land,  American  Indians.  While  the  Magel¬ 
lan  capsule  speeds  through  space  toward  the 
planet  Venus,  30  children  on  this  planet 
earth  die  every  minute  from  hunger  and  in¬ 
adequate  health  care.  And  in  each  one  of 
those  minutes,  $  1 ,700,000  are  spent  on  war. 

The  white  fathers  have  told  us:  “I  think, 
therefore  1  am.”  But  the  Black  mother  with¬ 
in  each  of  us  —  the  poet  inside  —  whispers 
in  our  dreams:  “1  feel,  therefore  I  can  be 
free.”  Learn  to  use  what  you  feel  to  move 
you  toward  action.  Change,  personal  and 
political,  does  not  come  about  in  a  day,  nor 
a  year.  But  it  is  our  day-to-day  decisions,  the 
way  in  which  we  testify  with  our  lives  to 
those  things  in  which  we  say  we  believe,  that 
empower  us.  Your  power  is  relative,  but  it  is 
real.  And  if  you  do  not  learn  to  use  it,  it  will 
be  used,  against  you,  and  me,  and  our 
children.  Change  did  not  begin  with  you, 
and  it  will  not  end  with  you,  but  what  you  do 
with  your  life  is  an  absolutely  vital  piece  of 
that  chain.  The  testimony  of  each  of  our 
daily  lives  is  a  vital  missing  remnant  in  the 
fabric  of  our  future. 

Every  Friday,  women  in  black  gather  op¬ 


posite  Prime  Minister  Shamir’s  home  in 
Jerusalem.  Their  simple  handmade  posters 
say  —  “End  the  Occupation.”  Their 
numbers  are  growing,  in  Haifa,  in 
Jerusalem,  in  Tel  Aviv.  Despite  being  revil¬ 
ed  and  spat  upon,  cursed  as  traitors,  they 
continue  to  testify  with  their  living  to  their 
belief  in  justice. 

There  will  always  be  someone  begging  you 
to  isolate  one  piece  of  yourself,  one  segment 
of  your  identity  above  the  others  and  say, 
“Here,  this  is  who  I  am.”  Resist  that 
trivialization.  1  am  not  just  a  lesbian.  I  am 
not  just  a  poet.  1  am  not  just  a  mother. 
Honor  the  complexity  of  your  vision  and 
yourselves.  We  learn  to  use  each  other’s  dif¬ 
ferences  as  creative  tools  for  change  by 
learning  how  to  acknowledge  and  or¬ 
chestrate  the  conflicting  parts  within 
ourselves,  learning  how  to  integrate  the 
many  different  pieces  of  our  identity  into  ac¬ 
tion  behind  our  beliefs.  So  that  at  any  point 
we  can  say,  this  is  how  what  I  am  doing,  or 
intend  to  do,  fits  into  the  whole  —  whether 
it  is  teaching  mathematics,  building  bridges, 
writing  books,  raising  children,  designing 
spaceships  or  digging  ditches. 

There  are  so  many  different  parts  to  each 
of  us.  And  there  are  so  many  of  us.  If  we  can 
envision  the  future  we  desire,  we  can  work 
to  bring  it  into  being.  We  need  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  pieces  of  ourselves  to  be  strong,  as  we 
need  each  other  and  each  other’s  battles  for 
empowerment  as  fuel  for  a  liveable  tomor¬ 
row.... 

That  surge  of  power  you  feel  inside  you 
now  does  not  belong  to  me.  It  does  not 
belong  to  your  parents,  nor  to  your  pro¬ 
fessors,  although  we  have  helped  to  call  it 
forth.  That  power  lives  inside  of  you.  It  is 
yours.  You  own  it,  you  nourish  it,  and  you 
will  carry  it  out  of  this  room.  And  whether 
you  use  it  or  whether  you  waste  it,  you  are 
responsible  for  it. 

Good  luck  to  you  all.  Together,  in  the 
conscious  recognition  of  our  differences,  we 
can  create  the  2 1st  century,  we  can  make  real 
the  possibility  1  see  reflected  in  your  faces 
here  today.  A  LUTA  CONTINUA. 

Audre  Lorde  is  a  Black  feminist  lesbian 
warrior  poet  living  and  working  in  the  U.S. 
Virgin  Islands. 


IHB® 

healthy  teeth. . . 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Grolpen,  DDS 

Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

they’re 

a  team  effort 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 

LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


LIFE,  DEATH  and  TRANSITION  WORKSHOP 

Presented  by  the  staff  of  the  Elisabeth  Kubler-Ross  Center 

This  workshop  allows  participants  to  express  past  pains, 
evaluate  the  results,  and  develop  new  patterns  for  living. 

Some  specific  things  dealt  with  are:  chronic  and  terminal 
illnesses,  post-war  traumas,  murder,  rape,  child  abuse,  AIDS, 
incest,  aging,  divorce,  emotional  desertion,  loss  of  loved  ones 
and  any  "Windstorm"  that  may  prevent  or  hinder  people  in 
feeling  loving  and  positive  toward  themselves  and  others. 
C.E.U.  credits  available. 

For  more  information  on  this  or 
any  other  workshop: 

The  Elisabeth  Kubler-Ross  Center 
South  Route  616,  Head  Waters,  VA  24442 
703-396-3441 


' 


Alfred,  Maine 
Augus^8^S^>tembei^ 


THE  PHONE  CALL  THAT  COULD 
CHANGE  YOUR  LIFE  IS  HERE 


It's  new  and  exciting 
and  makes  responding  to  or  placing 
Phoenix  Personals  quicker  and  even  more  personal I 

RESPONDING  to  Phoenix  Personal  ads  is  faster  and  more  effective 
than  ever —  because  you  can  respond  to  Phoenix  Personals  by  phone, 
instantly,  for  only  99c  a  minute! 

You  don't  need  a  copy  of  the  Phoenix  to  respond  to  Phoenix  Personals — 
simply  dial  1  -900-456-2255  and  you  can  near  a  sampling  of  current  ads  in 
the  category  of  your  choice —  men  seeking  men,  women  seeking  women,  men 
seeking  women,  or  women  seeking  men! 

PLACING  a  Personal  ad  in  the  Boston  Phoenix  gives  you 
Personal  CallSM  absolutely  FREE —  you  record  your  own  personal 
greeting  at  no  cost. 

See  and  hear  for  yourself — 


TO  RESPOND 

TO  A  PHOENIX 
PERSONAL  CALLsm  AD, 

CALL  1-900-456-2255 


TO  PLACE 

A  PHOENIX 

PERSONAL  CALLsm  AD, 

CALL  267-1234 

Personal  Call"  is  free  when  placing  a  Phoenix  Personal  od.  Responding  to  Phoenix  Personals  cosh  only  99c  o  minute. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
H  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

BABY 

Stable  and  loving  gay  male  couple  in  Texas  want  to 
become  parents,  searching  for  surrogate  mother  for 
legal  arrangement.  Call  (713)  999-4933. _ (7) 

Mature  GWM,  60  seeks  male  friend,  companion  and 
lover,  any  age.  Nonsmoker,  drug-free,  non- 
promiscuous,  only  criteria.  John,  Box  902,  Phila.,  PA 
19105. _ (7) 

TRUE  GRITS 

“Yes,  u  was  almost  persuaded  to  STRIP  myself  of  my 
PRIDE,  but  your  sweet  love  made  me  turn  and  go 
home.”  Southern  Dykes  covered  dish  supper,  all  races 
and  attitudes  welcome.  Y’all  come,  4  pm,  Aug.  19.  Call 
Sissy  at  628-2825. _ (6) 

SON  AND  LOVER 

WM  53  chunky  smooth  good  looking,  seeks  young 
Greek  active  companion  to  share  bed  and  home.  No 
drugs.  BMC  Box  2817,  Boston,  MA  02101 . _ (8) 

DYKES  IN  LA! 

Lesbian,  28,  independent  filmmaker  looking  for 
lesbian  household  or  roommate  in  LA  area,  beginning 
August  or  September.  Contact  Jennie  at  GCN  (617) 
426-4469, _ (7) 

In  Boston  for  summer;  comely,  personable,  informed, 
loquacious.  New  Mexican,  Gay  Male,  42,  professional 
photographer.  Interests:  Language,  travel,  scuba,  film. 
Seeking  new  friends  and  community.  Michael,  GCN 
Box  359. _ (6) 

TIRED  OF  BEING  BUTCH! 

Well  this  GM  is  tired  of  being  femme.  I’ll  put  you  in 
heels  and  chase  you  around  the  house.  If  I  catch  you...? 
Send  descriptive  letter,  with  shoe  size,  to  GCN  Box  357. 
_ (6) 

CAN  YOU  HANDLE  US!  (NO.  10,  THE  FINAL  CHAPTER) 
Last  chance  to  give  it  to  to  GM’s  who  will  take  it 
however  you  want  to  dish  it.  Bears  with  bladders  a  plus. 
A  big  plus.  Thanks  to  all  who  have  responded.  We’ll  get 
back  to  you  soon.  GCN  Box  358 _ (6) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SPACE  AVAILABLE 

In  mixed  artists/commercial  building.  $450  plus  utilities. 
Possible  key  fee.  Sept.  1st.  789-3938. _ (6) 

WOMEN  NEEDED 

To  act  in  video  about  lesbian  collective.  No  experience 
neoessary.  Call  for  more  information  if  interested.  Leave 
message  and  number.  926-7601  (Irene),  This  is  legit. _ (7) 

AUTHORS  QUEERY 

For  a  study  of  lesbian  life  and  lives  in  the  New  England  area 
between  1929  and  1969,  1  would  appreciate  hearing  from 
anyone  with  information,  memories,  photos,  letters,  literature, 
etc.  Send  contact  infor  to  GCN  Box  36.  _ (7) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Cal)  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 

_ (20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN's  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info. 
GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunterrs.  Please  cal  Jennie  at 
GCN,  4264469. 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


PROFESSIONAL  ASTROLOGER  &  TAROT 
CARD  READER 

Teacher,  counselor,  10  years  experience.  Specializing  in 
men  and  women  in  transition.  Available  for  individuals 
and  couples,  readings,  parties,  and  workshops.  Call 
Shivani  Baker,  (617)  862-5021. _ (7) 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH  —  Deeply  healing/balancing 
energy  treatments  and  therapeutic  nonsexual  bodywork. 
Personal  Counseling.  Good  care  for  body/mind/spirit. 
HIV  +  clients  welcome.  Michael  Young.  628-0457.  (6) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232- 1459 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


HOUSESITTER  AVAILABLE 

For  your  mansion/condo/flat/tent,  wherever  it  is  be- 
tween  August  and  October.  617/497-1456. _ (6) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


. 

~,Try' 

Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  C  J  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30 consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $. 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address _ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


1/ 

Agoraphobia  Services 

I  anxiety  •  phobias  •  stress 

Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

Licensed  Psychologist 


720  Washington  Street 
Nantucket  Building 
Hanover.  MA  02339 

(617)  826-2466 


1141  Beacon  Street 
Suite  1 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

(617)  734-5779 


COUNSELING 
LOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4X61 

Sliding  Seale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 


Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 

Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
(508)  475-6950 


HELP  WANTED 


PEOPLE  WITH 
AIDS 

NEED  YOU 


771 


If  you're  interested  in  providing  health 
care  to  people  with  AIDS.  The  Visiting 
Nurse  Association  of  Boston  has  a 
unique  opportunity.  Currently,  we  are 
training  Home  Health  Aides  to  work 
specifically  with  people  with  AIDS.  We 
will  certify  you  as  a  Home  Health  Aide. 
Serve  your  community  and  provide 
personal  care  to  people  who  need 
your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedule 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Benefits  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  |im 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  (617)  426-7950. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 

75  Arlington  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 


HELP  WANTED 


WOMEN  LEAD  GUITARIST 

or  synth  player  with  vocals,  own  equipment  and  perfor¬ 
ming  experience  for  all-woman  professional  rock  band. 
Must  enjoy  touring  and  be  willing  to  relocate  to 
Washington,  DC  area.  Contact  Lifeline  (301)  270-8705, 
(301)270-7641. _ (6) 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

MOBILE  AIDS  RESOURCE  TEAM 

Seeks  a  Program  Director  to  join  its  traveling  team. 
Responsibilities  include:  Coordinating  all  operations, 
staff  supervision,  personnel,  development,  and  ad¬ 
ministration. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  alcoholism/substance 
abuse  recovery  field  and  knowledge  of  AIDS  services; 
strong  communication  and  organizational  skills;  col¬ 
laborative  working  style;  ability  to  manage  a  range  of 
responsibilities.  Competitive  salary/benefits.  Send 
Resume  to:  Jonathan  Scott,  Executive  Director,  Victory 
House,  Inc.,  566  Massachusette  Avenue,  P.O.  Box  365, 
Boston  02118.  Women,  people  of  color,  and  others  en- 
couraged  to  apply.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  (6) 


■ 

2 


OOMMATE  WANTE 


3 


TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LAWYER  NEEDED 

Searching  for  lawyer  for  a  one  hour  session  of  legal  ad¬ 
vice  and  consultation.  I  don’t  know  where  to  turn  and 
need  help.  Will  pay  your  fee  for  any  time.  Should  be 
discreet  and  understanding,  Worcester  area. _ (6) 

Fifteen  hours  work/week  in  exchange  for  board  and  fur¬ 
nished  room  in  sunny  Brighton  Victorian  house.  Les¬ 
bian  professional  couple  seeks  help  with  house,  errands, 
year-old  child.  Flexible  hours  including  early  mornings. 
Start  September  first.  254-5929.  (7) 

SHELTER  COUNSELOR  (NIGHTS) 

The  Cambridge  YWCA  is  seeking  a  full  time  (40  hours) 
overnight  (12:30  am  -  8:30  am)  Counselor  for  our  Family 
Residence  Program,  beginning  September.  Duties  in¬ 
clude  maintaining  a  safe,  secure  environment,  informal 
counseling  and  support  to  the  families;  and  record  keep¬ 
ing.  Please  send  a  resume  and  cover  letter  to  :  Paula 
Kowalke,  Cambridge  YWCA,  7  Temple  Street,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139.  The  One  Imperative  of  the  YWCA  is 
the  elimination  of  racism.  EEO/AA. _ (6) 

FRONT  DESK  SUPERVISOR 

The  Cambridge  YWCA  seeks  a  Front  Desk  Supervisor 
with  front  desk/receptionist/cashier  experience.  Full¬ 
time,  7  am  -  3  pm;  Mon-Fri;  $8/hr.  The  One  Imperative 
of  the  YWCA  is  the  elimination  of  racism.  Send  resume 
by  August  15  to  H.  Siciliano,  Cambridge  YWCA,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02139.  AA/EEO _ (6) 

FUNDRAISER/ADMINISTRATOR 
Shelter  for  battered  women  and  their  children  is  seeking 
a  FUNDRAISER/ADMINISTRATOR  with  excellent 
writing  skills,  interest  in  women’s  issues,  and  familiarity 
with  grantwriting,  sales,  and  budget  management. 
Women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  former  battered  women 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resumes  to  Transition  House 
Hiring  Committee,  P.O.  Box  530,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238.  Deadline  August  31, 1989. _ (7) 

FT  psychotherapist  familiar  with  lesbian  lifestyles  and  mental 
health  Issues  to  work  primarily  with  lesbian  Individuals, 
couples,  families  and  groups,  as  well  as  general  clients.  Be  part 
of  dynamic,  professional  Lesbian  6  Gay  Counseling  Program 
within  a  top  family  service  agency.  MSW  or  equivalent,  licen¬ 
sable  in  Minnesota.  Lesbians  of  color  encouraged  to  apply. 
$2I,M4-27,M0  plus  excellent  benefits.  Resumes  to  CL  Ander¬ 
son,  Family  A  Children's  Service,  414  S.  Ith  St,  Minneapolis, 
MN  SS444,  by  August  21,  E.O.E.  _ (*) 


SHARE  HOUSE  IN  SOMERVILLE 

LF  30  plus  seeks  same:  Quiet,  responsible,  not  pets, 
drugs,  drinking,  smoking.  3  rooms  to  yourself.  $500 
plus  1/3  utilities.  Avail,  immediately  628-7487, _ (7) 

LF  28  and  2  great  cats  seek  LF  for  lge  2BR  apt  in  Roslin- 
dale.  Seek  warm,  friendly  yet  Independent  home.  $345 
plus,  call  325-1916. _ (7) 

ATTENTION  SHOPPERS  -  JP  HOME! 

4  political  dykes  in  search  of  fun  and  adventure  (i.e.  2 
more  roommates).  Big  cooperative  house  —  responsi¬ 
ble,  vegetarian,  funky.  Near  Pond,  Green  and  Orange 
T.  $240-plus.  Call  now.  Operators  standing  by. 
524-0821. _ (7) 

LF/BiF  wanted  for  comfy  two  bedroom  apt  near  Porter 
Sq.  Off  St.  parking,  sunny.  $425  plus  utils,  avail  9/1  or 
9/15.625-3121.  _ (7) 

Quiet  GWM  to  share  Ig  5  room  apt.,  Beverly,  sea-side. 
$450  per  month,  tel.  922-4785  after  7pm. _ (6) 

ARLINGTON  NEAR  CAPITOL  THEATRE 
2  independent,  friendly,  LFs  seek  3rd  LF  for  3Br  in 
homphile  2fam.  MBTA,  sunny,  wd/floors,  modkitch, 
modbaths,  porches,  yard,  basement,  laundry.  Sorry 
nopets,  nosmoke.  $400  plus  utils.  Available  9/1.  Call 
Tina  648-0970 _ (7) 

Semi-coop,  semi-veg.  house  of  3  women  seeks  2LFs  and 
a  VCR  to  complete  happy  home.  You  are  easygoing,  late 
20’s  plus  (pref.)  1  min  to  Porter  Sq.  red  line  and  stores. 
Hrdwd,  1  Zi  bath,  quiet  St.  $245  or  $275  plus.  Call  Julia, 
Jane,  Tracy.  625-3314. _ (7) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE  CAMBRIDGE 
LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  third  floor,  2  bedroom,  freshly 
renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five  minutes 
from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets,  min. 
alcohol.  $310  plus  $  for  winter  warmth.  7/15-plus. 
491-2298. _ (6) 

WORCESTER!!! 

Two  LFs  looking  for  third  to  share  spacious  6  room  apt, 
1st  floor,  near  busline.  $200  plus  1/3  utils.  (508) 
791-4468. _ (6) 

Davis  Square  Somerville  two  prof  GF  to  share  sunny 
large  three  bedroom  apt  near  T.  $296-plus  available  9/1. 
776-0274.  Non-smoker.  No  pets. _ (6) 

SHARE  HOUSE  IN  NORWOOD,  MA 
Male  grad  student  seeks  male  prof  or  grad  student  to 
share  two  bedroom  house.  1  Vi  baths,  dishwasher,  w/d, 
storage.  $375/mo  includes  all  except  phone.  Call 
662-6931. _ (6) 

MEDFORD/TUFTS 

3L  seek  indept.  4th  L  for  large  2fl  apt.  Conv.  to  buses. 
15  min  walk  to  Davis.  No  more  pets.  $215.00  Sept  1 
395-8257. _ (6) 

Apartment  sublet  —  Sept.  15-March  15  (poss.  Sept  1). 
Davis  Square  across  T.  Vi  house,  6  large  rooms  $650 
month  plus  util,  (plus  sec,  dep.)  Call  Lisa  625-2159.  (6) 

CHEAP  HARVARD  SQUARE  SUBLET 
Lesbian  and  cat  looking  for  faggot,  dyke  or  couple  for 
September  and  October  sublet,  large  sunny  room  great 
Cambridge  location.  Rent  $302.00  Call  Jade  354-7457. 
_ J6) 

SOMERVILLE  HOME 

LF  30-plus  for  spacious  old-fashioned  2  BD  sun  and 
quiet.  No  subst  abuse  or  smkng.  Cat  okay.  $370-plus. 
666-0934. _  (7) 

SOMERVILLE  NEAR  DAVIS  SQ. 

2  LF  seek  LF  for  quiet,  responsible,  2nd  and  3rd  floor 
apartment.  $323-plus,  garden,  quiet  neighborhood.  In- 
dependent  but  friendly.  For  Sept.  1,  776-6612. _ (6) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


PT  TIME/SHORT  TERM  IN  BOSTON! 

JP  —  feminist  cat  and  LF  34  seeks  LF  30-plus.  Furnish¬ 
ed  room,  w/d,  parking,  near  Forest  Hills,  garden,  great 
view!  $250-plus.  No  smoking,  more  pets.  524-1793.  (6) 

Female  roomate  wanted  for  2  bedroom  apt.  at  Point  of 
Pines  Vi  block  from  beach,  Vi  block  from  public 
transportation.  $450  month  including  utilities  call 
286-2113,  Professional  preferred. _ (6) 

Cambridge  2  bedrooms  available  August  and  September 
located  2  blocks  from  Central  T.  $250  includes  heat. 
Gay/straight  men  and  women.  For  more  info  547-8647. 
_ _ (6) 

LF  41  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  nice  JP  apt,  porches,  trees, 
cats,  near  parks  and  T.  Am  semi-veg,  independent, 
friendly,  energetic.  Seek  compatible  person.  $3 16-plus. 

Sept.  1  call  Tusi  524-1812. _ (6) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Bet¬ 
ween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets. _ (6) 

Swampscott  room  avail,  in  my  two  family  home  very 
nice  place,  many  nice  features,  close  to  purple  line 
buses,  beach.  No  pets  —  own  cat.  No  drugs,  alcohol, 
quiet,  resp.  adults.  375-plus  utils,  non-smoker. _ (6) 

ALLSTON  HOUSEHOLD 

5  LFs  looking  for  6th  to  share  large  3  floor  house.  Semi¬ 
coop.  Near  T  and  bus  route.  $254-plus,  available  Sept. 
1,254-0448. _ (6) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  34  seeks  same  28-plus  for  2  BR  apartment  near 
Orange  and  Green  Lines.  $3 10/month  plus  utilities.  One 
cat  and/or  birds  okay.  Available  9/1/89.  Mary 
522-2032,  leave  message. _ (6) 

NOW  SHOWING! 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  large  2BR  in  JP.  Quiet,  parking, 
walk  to  T.  Available  immediately.  $400.  More  details, 
call  524-6012. _ (6) 

MAKE  AN  OFFER  I  CAN'T  REFUSE 
LF  has  roommate  position  available  9/1.  Full  or  part 
time.  Benefits:  lovely,  homey,  J.P.  apartment,  room 
furn./not,  W/D,  porches;  near  Arboretum,  T. 
Qualifications:  LF,  30-plus,  fun,  semi-veg.  No 
smokers/pets.  $343-plus.  Reply:  524-3725, _ (6) 

PROGRESSIVE  COOP  CAMBRIDGE 
Seeking  2  housemates  for  September.  We  are  mixed 
men/women,  mixed  sexual  orientations,  semi-veg.  If 
you  are  easy-going,  responsible,  non-smoking,  cat-free, 
call!  864-1466.  (25) 


$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville  are. 
$500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent  control. 
Call  Liz  625A277.  _  (Q 


■ 


GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  100  acre  mountain  set¬ 
ting  with  golf,  tennis,  hiking,  antiquing  nearby. 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers. _ (9) 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 


2*  H 

Your  Host 
Martin  Bettencourt 
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5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(508)  487-1319 


GCN  SPECIALS 


WE  NEED  IT  BAD 

GCN  needs  a  132-character  dot  matrix  printer  that  is  PC 
compatible.  We  also  could  use  a  medium-sized  (not 
huge)  photocopier.  Do  you  have  one  you  might  donate? 
Do  you  know  of  anyone  who  might  have  one  to  donate? 
All  for  a  good  cause  and  very  tax-deductible.  Call 
Natalie  at  GCN  426-4469. 

CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. 


PUBLICATIONS 


CELEBRATE  BOYHOOD!! 

Boyhood  photo-magazine  is  what  you  want!  NOT  porn, 
NO  nudity,  but  GREAT!  Info?  S.A.S.E.  to  Pellpub, 
Box  8682,  Canton,  Ohio  44711 _ : _  (6) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)- or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O. 
Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885.  (ex) 


PUBLICATIONS 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $1 3/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info. 
P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 
625-7885.  _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15,48) 

BUCK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ _ (15.32)' 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118.  _ (7) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CURK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
■  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


Seeking 

Friends 


I  <£> 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


APARTMENTS 


Meeting  House  f  JlU,  2  bedroom  hardwood  floors  great 
neighborhood,  heat  included.  $750.00  call  825-9216,  leave 
message.  Available  Sept,  1  no  drugs, _ (6) 

SUCH  A  DEALJ 

Lovely  3  Vi  bedroom  2  full  bath  apt  in  Ashmont  area  of  Dor- 
chester.  Available  ASAP.  $650  monthly.  331-3541, _ (6) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
4424693  or  leave  message.  (c) 

Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  sunny  one  bedrm  studio  in  lesbian 
owned  house,  offstreet  parking,  trees,  air,  view,  avail  8/15  or 
9/1 ,  $545  incl  all,  436-2583. _ (10) 

ARBORETUM  APT. 

2  bedroom  with  yard  abutting  Arnold  Arboretum,  in  2-family 
home.  Share  washer/dryer,  fruit  trees,  grapes  and  hammock. 
$750/mo.  Roslindale  near  JP.  325-1737. _ (7) 

WAKEFIELD  SEPT  1ST 

Sunny  one  or  two  bedroom,  quiet  area  near  town  and  lake, 
bam  storage,  sun  porch,  large  yard,  dishwasher,  laundry 
facilities.  Avail.  9/1,  $875  includes  heat.  Call  245-1352.  No 
pets. _  (8) 

PROVINCETOWN  CONDO 

East  end.  1  bedroom,  3  rooms,  sleeps  4,  1.5  baths,  full  kit¬ 
chen,  dishwasher,  TV,  pool,  jacuzzi,  tennis,  parking.  Labor 
Day  week.  $750.  508-6674060, _ (6) 


GCN  SPECIALS 


GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes,  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N.  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas,  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas,  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


I’m  29  and  interested  in  starting  a  penpal  rela- 

■  tionship.  Hopefully  that  can  result  in  us 
5  meeting  each  other  in  the  future.  I  can’t  receive 

■S  mail  from  other  prisons  but  can  get  and  want 

■  mail  from  gays  in  the  free  world.  Sandra 
Fisher,  8125,  PO  Box  180.  MuncvJA  17756 


BEHIND  THE  WALLS  (BTW)  — 
New  prisoner  support  newsletter, 
resource  guide,  penpal  service  and 
news  and  legal  information.  Write 
now  for  your  (prisoners)  FREE  copy. 
BTW,  5  Star  Press,  PO  Box  4167, 
Halfmoon  NY  12065. 


Getting  out?  Need  help  with  job  training? 
Need  some  info  on  income  available  to 
prisoners  as  soon  as  they  get  out?  Ask  for 
‘Coming  out  job  info’  from  GCN  Prisoner 
Project,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston  MA  02116. 


RELATIONSHIP  STRUGGLES! 

New  audiotape  gives  support  and  steps  to  resolve  con¬ 
flict.  Based  on  bestseller  Lesbian  Couples.  $11.95 
postpaid  to  Seal  Press,  3131  Western  Ave,  No.  410, 
Seattle,  WA  98121. _ (15) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $  1 5/yr.  sub  or  $5  current  issue  to: 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  P.O.  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181, _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Oul  now  available 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 


OHIO!  Prisoners  &  Friends!! 

Man  to  Man/Woman  to  Woman  (M2W2)  is  a 
non-profit  group  offers  help  to  prisoners 
who  are  6-14  months  from  getting  out  in 
finding  work,  housing,  education  and 
counseling.  They  also  have  a  Literacy  pro¬ 
gram  and  a  transportation  service  for 
visits.  People  who  want  to  participate  on 
both  sides  of  the  walls  should  write: 
M2/W2,  4663  Executive  Dr.  Suite  2,  Colum¬ 
bus  OH  43220;  or  call  (614)451-9902. 


I’m  writing  a  book  called  ‘Children  of  Love’ 
about  children  as  loving  and  sexual  beings.  It’s 
part  of  growing  up.  Love  does  not  have  to  hurt. 
I  also  write  poetry  and  short  stories.  (I’m  in 
great  need  of  a  typewriter.)  I’d  like  a  penpal  if 
you  know  someone  who  can  understand  my 
nature.  God  Bless!  James  CERMAK,  047695, 
Box  900  (5A-244),  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 


I’m  very  longly  with  no  one  to  write  to,  my 
family  disown  me  when  I  turn  Gay.  I  am  look¬ 
ing  for  some  one  on  the  out  side  world.  If  any 
one  is  interested  in  starting  a  friendship,  I  am 
29  years  old,  injoy  reading,  waching  the  sunset, 
love  country  music.  I  like  to  be  very  honest  with 
each  other.  I  will  be  looking  forward  to  hearing 
from  some  one  very  soon  I  hope.  Robin 
PHILLIPS,  343236,  Ellis  II,  Huntsville  TX 
77340. 


GM,  33,  FEMME,  very  loving,  caring,  sen¬ 
sitive,  sexual.  1  would  love  to  hear  from  a  fairly 
dominate  butch  type  from  the  Portland  Oregon 
area.  I  love  movies,  reading,  nature,  music, 
private  nudity,  cooking  and  taking  care  of  and 
spoiling  my  lover.  And  monogamy.  Bruce 
AMICK,  D-70418,  Box  1902-B,  HU 
4-A-lll-U,  Tehachapi  CA  93561. 


TOOTSIE  ROLL! 

I’m  36  looking  for  someone  for  a  friendship.  1 
love  reading,  sex  of  all  kinds  and  men.  So  get 
off  that  ass  and  write.  My  nick  name  is  Tootsie 
Roll  and  believe  me,  I  last  a  long  time!  Wesley 
ARTIS,  165287,  500  Spring  St,  Richmond  VA 
23261. 


Lonely,  32  yr  old,  gay  male  looking  for  so¬ 
meone  to  write  and  to  let  me  know  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  the  freeworld.  If  relationship 
develops,  great.  Dale  RHODES,  80616-020, 
Box  1000,  Oxford  W1  53952. 


Curtis  CUNNINGHAM,  Comstock  NY!  Gays 
United  Worldwide  (GUW).  Comstock  returned 
my  second  letter  to  you  marked  ‘Not  on  ap¬ 
proved  list’.  My  prison  has  no  problem  with  me 
writing  you,  so  it’s  on  your  end.  Contact  me 
and  get  me  on  your  list  or  arrange  a  3rd  party 
address.  I  have  a  friend  on  the  streets. 
010-l-Ca-323(326),  N.B.— 2605  State  ST, 
Salem  OR  97310. 


Dear  Freeworld  Men  —  Sensuous,  loving  TS 
seeks  penpals,  possible  King  to  keep  the 
kingdom  straight  upon  rebirth.  The  chains 
should  break  within  a  year  and  only  the  best 
tuna  get  to  be  star-kissed.  Are  you  out  there 
Charlie?  Jackie  JOHNSON,  873384,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City  IN  46360. _ 

GM,  37,  would  appreciate  sincere  penfriends. 
So  if  you’re  not  afraid  of  a  new  friendship, 
please  write.  Prisoner  welcome  too.  Frank 
WASHIA,  162655,  Box  7  (2D-560),  Moberly 
MO  65270.  _ 

Delina,  Delina... 

I’m  24,  looking  for  a  real  man.  My  friends  call 
me  Delina.  Dale  VANVOROUS,  103399,  PO 
Box  1072,  Arcadia  FL  33821. _ - _ 

I  like  the  country,  country  music,  swimming, 
fishing  and  camping.  Like  photography.  Love 
the  woods.  I  get  no  mail  or  visits  here  and 
would  love  to  hear  from  someone.  Richard 
PARISEAU,  PO  Box  100,  Somers  CT  06071. 

Incarcerated  Black  Gay  male,  31  yrs  young, 
with  a  very  beautiful  body  that  most  men  love. 
I  like  to  do  weightlifting  and  drawing  and 
listening  to  musicians.  Please  write  me.  Tony 
PATTERSON,  177-933,  PO  Box  45699, 

Lucasville  OH  45699. _ _ 

Honey  skinned  man  seeking  to  linger  with  you 
in  your  mind.  Understanding  and  freakish  and 
hoping  you’ll  be  curious  enough  to  write. 
James  L  BYRD,  409414,  Box  4500,  Tenn.  Col- 
ony  TX  75861. 


Attention  Young  Gays!  If  you  are  still  hiding 
your  identity  in  darkened  rooms,  I  would  like 
to  offer  you  an  understanding  and"' helping' 
hand.  I  will  listen  to  your  problems  and  in¬ 
terests  and  write  you  back,  sooner  if  you 
enclose  a  stamped  envelope.  (Sorry  your  old 
friend  is  so  poor.)  I’m  also  trying  to  get  a 
deserved  reversal  of  my  case  but  no  lawyer  will 
help  me.  Darryl  BUCKINGHAM,  400408,  Rt  4 
Box  1200,  Rosharon  TX  77583. 


I  would  like  to  correspond  with  sincere  people, 
down  to  earth  types.  Thank  you.  Wilhelm 
GRISEL,  41220,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR 
97310. 


Name:  LOBO,  28,  Black,  male,  Leo,  hand¬ 
some,  slim,  tender,  caring,  gentle,  mature, 
looking  for  a  ‘lady’  (queen)  to  correspond  with 
in  the  free  world,  and  love  down.  Michael 
James  MORROW,  355953  Ellis  II,  Huntsville 
TX  77340. 


Sexy  BM  would  love  deeply  to  meet  sincere 
friend.  Would  prefer  TS  or  TV,  someone  very 
femme  who  knows  how  to  love  and  willing  to 
be  loved  back.  Keith  MURRAY,  86A  9761, 
Drawer  B,  Stormville  NY  12582. 


I’m  looking  for  a  friend  who  would  be  willing 
to  make  a  lonely  man’s  dull  days  a  little 
brighter  by  sharing  some  thoughts  and  feelings. 
I’m  24,  born  with  a  love  for  tne  outdoors,  and 
love  to  read  and  write.  Bradley  J.  PARK, 
185-840,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 
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Boston  □  WIN,  LOSE  or  DRAW  to  benefit  The  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center.  Moonshine  at  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Cambridge  □  GAMIT  Ice  Cream  Social  Gays,  Les¬ 
bians,  Bisexuals  and  friends  at  MIT.  142  Memorial  Drive. 
8pm.  253-5440. 

Cambridge  □  Ms.  INDIGO  Amateur  Body  Build¬ 
ing  Classic  at  INDIGO,  823  Main  Street.  523-3440. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Our  Bodies,  Our  Choices:  March 
on  Washington  for  Women’s  Lives,  Women’s 
Equality  video  documentary.  JP  Firehouse,  659  Center 
Street.  8pm.  $3  donation.  524-3725  or  524-6588. 


18  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Jeopardy  to  benefit  The  New  England  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Veterans.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Boston  □  Barbara  Smith  appears  on  Phil  Donahue 

in  a  program  on  Black  women  and  feminism.  Other 
panelists  include  Byllye  Avery,  Loretta  Ross,  Paula  Gid- 
dings,  and  Dorothy  Pitman  Hughes.  Syndicated,  Channel 
5  in  Boston.  4pm  (see  news  note,  p.  2) 

1 9  Saturday 

Boston  □  Community  Feud  to  benefit  The  Living  with 
AIDS  Theatre  Project.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret,  209 
Columbus  Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Harbor  Cruise  sponsored  by  Gay 
Professional  Women.  8pm  to  midnight.  Donna, 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

1 2  Saturday 

Boston  □  Dating  Game  for  Men  to  benefit  Hospice 
West.  Moonshine  at  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus 
Avenue.  8pm.  $5. 

Ipswich  □  Beach  Blanket  Bi-NGO  &  Picnic  with 
Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network.  Cranes  Beach.  BIS- 
MOVE. 

Worcester  □  Masafumi  Kurosaka,  Japanese  folk 
singer  performs  benefit  to  support  the  tours  for  survivors 
of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  Worcester  Artists  Group,  30 
Harlow  Street.  8pm.  $7  donation.  Rhiana,  (508) 
369-0148. 

Randolph  □  MCC  Men’s  Day  in  the  Sun  at  the  Ran¬ 
dolph  Country  Club.  Ilam.  523-7664. 

Boston  □  k.d.  lang  and  the  reclines  perform  at 
Boston's  Opera  House.  7:30pm.  $18.  720-3434. 

Boston  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society  meets 
to  discuss  Gay  Activities  at  Noreascon  3,  the  World 
Science  Fiction  Convention.  I  pm.  Info,  Gaylaxians,  P.O. 
Box  1051,  Boston,  02117. 


24  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

25  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1  Opm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  and  Self  Defense  for  women  of  all  ages, 
abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  T.-Th.  6-8pm. 
547-3889. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7: 30-9: 30pm.  426-9205. 


Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/ Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  Bill,  782-9063. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  8/15  Group 
Dynamics,  8/22  Therapy.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7:30- 1  Opm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8: 30pm.  8/15 
Group  Dynamics,  8/22  Women  &  Money.  The  Women's 
Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!,  WMBR,  88.1  FM. 
7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women 
of  all  ages,  abilities.  See  Sat.  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T., 
Building  66,  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  661-7737. 


subject  is  Black  Feminism. 
Other  panelists  on  the 
syndicated  show:  Byllye 
Avery,  Loretta  Ross,  Paula 
Giddings,  Dorothy  Pitman 
Hughes.  In  Boston,  ch.  5, 
4pm. 


18  Friday  □  Barbara  Smith 
meets  Phil  Donahue  and  the 


Winthrop  □  Girth  &  Mirth  of  New  England  (a  club 
for  big  men  and  their  admirers)  holds  its  annual  summer 
cookout.  100  Bayview  Ave.  5-1 1:30pm.  $4.  donation. 
Richard,  846-8442  or  Denis.  387-0762. 

13  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

Outdoor  Potluck.  Jamaica  Pond  at  Open  Door  entrance 
opposite  Morraine  Street.  4-6:30pm.  Margaret,  524-8070. 

Randolph  □  Doshie  Powers  appears  at  the  Randolph 
Country  Club.  5-8pm.  $3.  non-members.  961-2414. 


585-6051. 

Boston  □  True  Grits,  Southern  dykes  covered  dish 
supper,  all  races  and  attitudes  welcome.  4pm.  Cissy, 
628-2825. 

Marlboro  □  WOBBLES  (West  of  Boston  Lesbians)  go 
to  Canobie  Lake  Park  in  New  Hampshire.  Janis,  (508) 
386-7737. 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  for  older  gay 
males,  Second  Anniversary  Party.  Boston  Ramrod,  1254 
Boylston  Street.  I  pm.  to  4pm.  $3. 


Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice,  radio  for  Gay/Les¬ 
bian  community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5 
FM.  8/13  Beth  Sommers  &  Ellen  Lewis  talk  about  FCHC’s 
new  acupuncture  detox  program,  8/20  Neil  Miller, 
Author  of  “In  Search  of  Gay  America,’’  talks  about  his 
book. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 


Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 


1 5  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  Masafumi  Kurosaka,  Japanese  folk 
singer  performs.  Christ  Church  of  Cambridge,  Parish  Hall, 
0  Garden  Street.  Potluck  5:30pm.  (bring  main  dish).  Con¬ 
cert  7:30pm.  Rhiana,  (508)  369-0148. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  discuss 
"Coming  out  to  the  Kids."  Lindemann  Center,  25 
Staniford  St.  8pm.  742-7897. 

1 6  Wednesday 

Boston  □  NOW's  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force 

meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Avenue.  7pm.  782-1056. 


Lowell  □  Gays  in  the  Merrimack  Valley  monthly 
potluck  at  First  Grace  Church,  225  Stedman  Street.  6pm. 
David,  (508)  452-4686. 

20  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP 

beach  outing.  Meet  at  North  Station.  9:30am.  Mike, 
327-5669. 

22  Tuesday 

Boston  □  AIDS  Action  Committee  holds  orientation 
for  Support  Services  Team  (Buddies)  volunteers.  131 
Clarendon  Street.  7:30pm.  437-6200,  x256. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  8/14  Outing,  8/21  Passing 
Women:  Women  who  are  perceived  to  be  men. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-l0pm. 
742-7897. 


Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 


Cambridge  □  Doshie  Powers  and  Michael  Andrew 
Frank  perform  at  the  Middle  East  Cafe,  472  Mass.  Ave. 
9pm  to  lam.  $5.  354-8238. 


Boston  □  AD  HOC  Committee  for  Civil  Disobe¬ 
dience  discusses  action  after  Nov.  12  Pro-Choice  March 
in  D.C.  UMASS  Boston,  100  Arlington  Street.  7pm. 
Sheila.  629-2645. 


Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 


508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


17  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 


23  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 

meets  at  GCN,  62  Berkeley,  near  Back  Bay  and  Arlington 
T-stops.  6:30pm.  Bi-weekly.  Info:  Carla,  524-3370. 


Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 


Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women's  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 
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HELP!  Criminals!! 

Please  (!)  drop  us  a  line  at  GCN  if  any  of  the  following  strike  your 

fancy  (even  lightly): 

**learning  more  about  how  your  ‘social  justice’  business  declares 
people  (queers,  the  poor,  the  uneducated,  the  dark-skinned,  . . .) 
‘CRIMINALS’  —  and  how  it  deals  with  the  ones  it  ‘catches’... 

** entertaining/ educating/ etc.  PEOPLE  now  being  held  in  CAGES 
without  sufficient  (if  any  at  all)  access  to  books  and  other  of  the 
basic  learning  &  growing  materials  of  life 

** encouraging  your  local  AIDS  service  organization  to  take  some 
interest  in  the  prisons  in  your  area  where  MUCH  unprotected  sex, 
shared  needle  use,  and  general  IGNORANCE  about  AIDS  exists, 
among  PEOPLE  who  will  be  ‘COMING  OUT’! 

**getting  your  local  gay/lesbian  newspaper  to  take  some  interest  in 
these  (truly)  ‘invisible’  members  of  our  community 

Ask  us  about  our  experience,  if  you’d  like. 

We’d  like  to  spread  ourselves  around! 

GCN  Prisoner  Project,  62  Berkeley,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Become  a  GCN  Sustainer! 

GCN  is  a  vital  part  of  our  community  and  needs  help  to  sustain  its 
growth,  join  the  more  than  140  readers  who  contribute  on  a 
regular  basis.  (Being  a  Sustainer  entitles  you  to  these  fabulous 
benefits:  the  Sustainer  newsletter,  an  invitation  to  the  annual 
Sustainer  dinner  and  two  12-week  gift  subscriptions) 


I  want  to  make  a  tax  deductible  pledge  of: 

□$120  05180  05240  05300  05480 

05 1 000  Oother5 _ 


05640  05800 


to  be  paid  in: 
Done  Otwo 


Dthree  Ofour  equal  installments 


Here’s  my  first  pledge  of  5_ 


I  can't  be  a  GCN  Sustainer  right  now, 

5 _ to  keep  GCN  strong. 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 


but  I  would  like  to  contribute 


. State. 


-Zip. 
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